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The Glory Forever 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HINE is the kingdom and the power, 
Thine is the glory forever, 
Lighting the earth and the sea and the 

sky 
With: splendor which fadeth never. 


Thine is the beauty of holiness, 
Of love beyond comprehending; 
Thine is the grace that is boundless, free, 
When the suppliant knee is bending. 


Mine are the empty hands outstretched, 
Thine are the gifts down-dropping; 

Mine is the cruse which Thou dost fill, 
Pouring, and never. stopping. 


Thine is the kingdom and the power, 
And the glory which fadeth never. 

Mine is the broken and contrite heart, 
Laid at Thy feet forever! 


w 
Whose Faith Follow 


Christ’s urtchanging character is a 
comfort to every Christian. We love to 
remember the words in Hebrews 13:8, 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever.” Do we not often 


lose the connection of that verse with 
its context, and look upon it as an iso- 
lated statement of fact? The apostle has 
been speaking of conversation, covet- 
* Qusness, and contentment, and reminding 


us that the Lord will never forsake us. 
Then he says, “Remember them which 
have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God: whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their con- 
versation” (v. 7). (Every Bible student 
knows of course that “conversation” here 
means manner of life.) The recipients 
of the Epistle were not here asked to 
imitate all the habits of those who had 
the rule over them, but rather their 
faith, and consider the principal aim of 
their life. What was it? It was Jesus 
Christ, in all His fullness. They gave 
Him the pre-eminence (Col. 1:18), 
sought His glory in all things, and 
looked unto Him as the author and fin- 
isher of faith (Heb. 12:2). He is “the 
same ... to day,” and our supreme and 
consuming desire should be to please 
Him at all times and in all things to 
glorify Him. 
x— 


Down to the Sea in Ships 

Men seem afraid to acknowledge 
God in their daily affairs. Unbelief is 
crowding Him out of business and inter- 
national relations. A pleasant contrast 
appears in a bill of lading that has turned 
up among some old papers owned by 
one who helps to get the Trmes out each 
week. It reads in part as follows: 


“Shipped, by the Grace of God, in good 
Order and Well-condition’d, by John 
Jackson, in and upon the good Ship, 
call’d The John whereof is Master, un- 
der God, for this present Voyage, John 
Huxley and now riding at Anchor in 
the River Mersey, and, by God’s Grace, 
bound for Philadelphia .. .” Then fol- 
low the details of the merchandise and 
the name of the consignee in Philadel- 
phia. The note concludes: “In Witness 
whereof the Master or Purser of the 
said Ship hath affirmed to these Bills 
of Lading, all of this Tenor and Date; 
the one of which Bills being accom- 
plish’d, the other 3 to stand void; and 
so God send the good Ship to her de- 
sired Port in Safety. Amen. Dated in 
Liverpool, 2 August 1788.” Where could 
one find today, 160 years later, in a 
purely commercial document, such rec- 
ognition of God’s grace, providence, and 
power? The shipping company which 
used these bills of lading must have 
known Psalm 107:23, 24: “They that go 
down to the sea in ships, that do busi- 
ness in great waters; these see the works 
of the Lord, and his wonders in the 
deep”; and Proverbs 3:5, 6: “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” 
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David Baron and the Testimony to Israel 


This editorial, by Ernest Gordon, reviews “David Baron and the Hebrew 
Christian Testimony to Israel.” (The Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
Israel, 189 Whitechapel Road, London, E. 1, ten shillings sixpence.) 


HEN David Baron was only four 

W years old his mother taught him 
to repeat, whenever he passed a 
Christian church, the following words 
in Hebrew: “Thou shalt utterly detest 
it, thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is 
a cursed thing” (Deut. 7:26). When he 
studied the Talmud, he learned from its 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Unto you therefore which be- 
lieve he is precious” (1 Pet. 2:7). 





pages that Jesus was “the greatest sin- 
ner in Israel.” Then a New Testament 
fell into his hands. For months he was 
in a maelstrom of passionate question- 
ings, torn by “the prejudices and hatred 
such as a Jew only knows,” as he says. 
Finally one evening he threw himself 
on his knees, crying: “Oh, my God! 
If Thou canst not save me on any other 
condition but faith in Jesus, be pleased 
to give me that faith and help me to 
love that most precious name which I 
have so long hated and despised. Oh, 
save me!” 


He remained on his knees some time. 
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When he arose it was to sing: “O Lord, 
I will praise thee; though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedst me: .. . I 
will trust, and not be afraid: for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song; he also is become my salvation” 
(Isa. 12:1, 2). 

He had been trained for the Rabbinate 
and, as a boy of hardly more than ten, 
had been one of the most proficient stu- 
dents, obtaining the first prize, a com- 
mentary on the Talmud. When his 
father heard of the conversion of this 
gifted son, he wrote him, “My lost son, 
David.” Seven days he mourned his 
son’s apostasy, for Jews are commonly 
taught that such apostates are urged by 
Christians at their baptism not only to 
renounce the God of Israel but also to 
curse Him, His servants Moses and the 
prophets, and even their own Jewish 
parents ! 

Mr. Baron became a profound exegete 
of the Old Testament, his Hebrew erudi- 
tion had trained him for that; also an 
indefatigable missionary to Jews in 
London and on the Continent. In these 
ministries he was assisted by Mr. C. A. 
Schoenberger, a gifted Hungarian Jew, 
related to the Austrian Jewish Saphir 
family, also converts. He was finely 
educated, trained at Leipzig by Prof. 
Franz Delitzsch, a great evangelical 
friend of the Jews. Another co-worker 
was Mr. James Hirsch Lewis, who one 
day at the Liverpool Street Station, Lon- 
don, heard a group of Jews cursing Mr. 
Levinsky of the Mildmay Jewish Mis- 
sion. His indignation was aroused, and 
he. asked Mr. Levinsky the reason for 
this abuse. The explanation was given 
in faithful testimony and with it a He- 
brew New Testament. This Mr. Lewis 
read all night. At six o’clock the next 
morning, he came downstairs and said 
to a Christian friend: “It is well. I 
believe that Jesus is Saviour of sinners 
and that He has saved me.” From that 
time on he. preached Christ, beginning 
on Atlantic steamers, where he was in- 
terpreter for the multitudinous Jews on 
trek from Eastern Europe to New York, 
His unfailing kindness to these. impov- 
erished, crowded, seasick refugees and 
their children won all hearts. Of his 
later ministry Mr. H. Newmark writes: 

“As I used to stroll along the White- 
chapel Road of an evening, I would pass 
a group of Jews listening to Mr. Lewis 
as he preached the Gospel. In the igno- 
rance of unbelief I would say to whom- 
ever was my companion, ‘Look at that 
traitor! He’s doing it for money. I sup- 
pose he used to earn thirty shillings 
a week as a tailor and now they are 
paying him £10 a week to be a Chris- 
tian — let us walk past and not defile our 
ears.’ In due course, having found the 
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Lord when in business in Japan, in 1921 
I was at the Annual Meeting of the He- 
brew Christian Testimony to Israel and 
met Mr. Lewis, saying, ‘How are you, 
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brother?’ He replied, ‘I do not know you.’ 
‘Ah, but I know you. I used often to pass 
you when you were preaching and hated 
you like poison, but now we are brothers 
in Christ.’ He replied, ‘You are not the 
first to say that.’” 

It is interesting to know of Mr. Baron’s 
connections with Dr. Andrew Bonar, the 
Scottish saint and enthusiastic promoter 
of Jewish missions. This interest, as so 
commonly, was related to the profound 
convictions of himself and his brother, 
the great hymn writer, Horatius Bonar, 
as to the Blessed Hope. “Next to the 
simple truth of the Gospel of salvation 
through the atoning blood of Christ,” 
wrote his daughter-biographer, “no 
teaching more influenced their lives. For 
many years they may be said to have 
been the representatives in Scotland of 
those who waited for the Lord’s appear- 
ing.” Andrew Bonar had much of Paul’s 
great heaviness and continual sorrow for 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, so 
that in his diary he would even’ write, 
“Felt great sorrow at not having prayed 

(Continued on page 76) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Must We Be Baptized 
To Receive the Holy Spirit? 


For many years I have been ac- 

uainted with THe Sunpay ScHoo. 

IMES, and in times past have asked 
for and received help. I have learned 
to value the sound fundamental teach- 
ing which I find in the Trmes. So I 
am coming again, to seek help. 

We left a church because of un- 
spiritual conditions, and after looking 
for almost seven years for a funda- 
mental church, we finally became 
members cf one of the churches. 
The pastor knew of certain things 
with which we could not agree, but 
readily accepted us into their mem- 
bership. 

Of primary importance is the fact 
that I have always understood God’s 
Word to teach us that we are born 
again when we accept the Lord Jesus 
as personal Saviour, and are baptized 
of the Spirit. But over and over again 
I hear, according to Acts 2:38 that we 
receive the Holy Spirit when we are 
immersed. Frankly, I do not know how 
to compare “spiritual things with spir- 
itual” —for instance, how to reconcile 
Acts 2:33 with the. third chapter of 
John. Of ccurse, to thom “water” in 
John 3:5 means immersion. 

In spite of the fact that several pee 

le knew I could not agree with their 
interpretation in this so vital a matter, 
I have been asked to teach an adult 
Sunday school class. They have been 
indoctrinated with this teaching until 
— well, you can understand just what 
kind of a task I have undertaken. I 
— about it for some time before 

agreed to attempt it. 

For one with no particular training 
for the job it’s rather staggering, but 
with my Scofield Reference Bible, 
ceotee chool Times, King’s Business 
and Matthew Henry’s Commentary, 
dare to try. 








January 22, 1949 


IT am wondering if you can g*ve me 
any help on Acts 2:33. If so, I shail 
be very grateful.—An Illinois reader. 
It is well to remember that the Church 

was just being established in the Book 
of Acts. It is all an absolutely true 
record and is given for our learning, but 
we are not to conclude that all the events 
in it are to be repeated in the lives of 
individuals or in local church assem- 
blies. For instance, the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the Church at Pente- 
cost was unique, and marked the be- 
ginning of the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit in every: individual believer in 
this dispensation. In studying an impor- 
tant doctrine, such as that of the Holy 
Spirit, we must keep in mind all that 
the Scripture teaches'on that subject. 
We are plainly told in Romans 8:9, “Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his”: therefore every true 
Christian must have the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism is one of the two symbolic ordi- 
nances, and the Scriptures teach that 
salvation comes only through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit 
is not given only to those who are bap- 
tized, but to all who sincerely believe 
on the Lord Jesus. The First Epistle 
of Corinthians is addressed not only to 
the Church at Corinth, but to “all that 
in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (1:2). In 1 
Corinthians 6:19, Paul says, “What? know 
ye not that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?” Christians are commanded to be 
filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), but 
that is because the Spirit already dwells 
within them and should be given full 
sway. 

There are numerous passages which 
show that salvation comes through sim- 
ple but sincere faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, without water baptism, as for ex- 
ample: “The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23); “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8); 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house” 
(Acts 16:31). 

The water mentioned in John 3:5 
(“born of water and of the Spirit”) is 
generally taken by most evangelicals to 
indicate the Word of God. This is shown 
by comparison with such passages as: 
“That he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word” 
(Eph, 5:26); “Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abun- 
dantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour” 
(Titus 3:5, 6); “The liké fi-ure where- 
unto even baptism doth alco now save us 
(not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science toward God,) ty the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Pct. 3:21). 
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XI. The Character of Men at the End of This Age 


How self, like an ugly idol, dominates the whole landscape 





Te longest single passage in all of 
the writings of the Apostle Paul 
referring to the events and condi- 
tions at the end of this age, “the last 
times,” is, for some strange reason, the 
most neglected of all the many eschato- 
logical passages of the New Testament. 
I refer to 2 Timothy 3:1-9, 13. The last 
two verses of this chapter have pro- 
duced literally thousands of pages in 
the field of Biblical and theological liter- 
ature, but, as far as I know, it is not 
possible to come upon an adequate chap- 
ter in all the prophetic literature of the 
last hundred years relating to this im- 
portant revelation of the last times. 
Even our late beloved friend, Dr. A. C. 
Gaebelein, in his great book, “The 
Prophet St. Paul,” wholly passed by this 
extended and vital passage. Calvin him- 
self at this place makes a very strange 
statement, for generally in his mar- 
velous commentaries he gives close at- 
tention to each word of the divine record, 
Here, however, he passes over the whole 
list of characteristics with this state- 
ment, “To spend time in exploring every 
word would be superfluous, for the words 
do not need explanation.” -Not only do 
all the other books with which I am 
acquainted, devoted exclusively to the 
eschatology of Paul, utterly ignore this 
passage, but even Bishop Moule in his 
precious devotional commentary on this 
Epistle gives no attention to this re- 
markable passage. If any young men 
majoring in New Testament Greek 
should be reading this article, I would 
like to urge upon them the undertaking 
of a thesis based upon the Greek text 
of these verses, for here is to be found 
a most remarkable arrangement of an 
amazingly fertile vocabulary. 


- The Depths of Man’s Depravity 


The passage as a whole is unique in 
the eschatological teaching of the New 
Testament because it refers exclusively 
to the inner life, the character of man- 
kind in general, at the end of the age. 
Our Lord, in the Olivet Discourse, dwells 
for the most part upon the activity of 
false prophets, false teachers, and false 
christs, and upon distressing phenomena 
to occur on earth, and simultaneous phe- 
nomena in the heavens. The Apostle 
Paul in his First Letter to the Thessa- 
lonians dwells on the hope of the second 
advent; in his Second Letter, on the man 
of sin; in chapters 9 to 11 in the Roman 
Epistle on the final salvation of Israel; 
in 1 Timothy on demon possession. The 
Apostle Peter in his First Epistle dwells 
on the deceptiveness and sensuality of 
the last days; in his Second Epistle on 
the new heavens and the new earth. The 


Apostle John in his First Epistle empha- 





Seven ominous characteristics that 
will mark the end of this age are 
named by Dr. Smith in this eleventh 
article. These give a background 
which helps us to understand a vital 
passage in one of Paul’s Letters which 
Dr. Smith believes is one of the most 
neglected in New Testament proph- 
ecy. As you read his profound and 
fresh exposition, you will not only 
see the searchlight of God’s Word 
turned upon the hearts of men 
around you, but you are likely to 
feel its power exploring the very 
depths of your own heart. 








sizes Antichrist; and the Book of the 
Revelation is given over almost entirely 
to the opposition of the kings of the 
earth to the servants of Christ and to 
the Lamb, to plagues, judgments, perse- 
cutions, Babylon, and Armageddon, Here 
the Spirit of God puts in the hands of 
the Apostle Paul, as it were, an X-ray 
picture, upon which. is delineated the 
depths of depravity that will mark man- 
kind in general at the end of this age. 
That it refers to all mankind — apart, 
of course, from those who are in Christ 
—is clearly indicated at the beginning 
of the second verse, which introduces 
the nineteen different characteristics that 
are enumerated in the following twelve 
lines, with these words, “for men shall 
be.” In the Greek text there is an article 
before the word “men” so that, as a 
well-known New Testament scholar of 
a former age remarked, “The article be- 
fore men in the Greek text gives gener- 
ality to the statement.” (H, R, Reynolds 
in the Expositor, Vol. VIII, 1881.) 

A simple truth has slowly dawned on 
me, after all these years of reading the 
New Testament, that the phenomena 
and events foretold in the New Testa- 
ment in relation to the end of this age 
are all interrelated, and it is only upon 
a background of what the rest of the 
New Testament says about this termi- 
nating point of human history that we 
can properly understand the passage 
that is before us here in Paul’s last Let- 
ter. First of all, we should remember 
that both in the Olivet Discourse, and 
in the Book of the Revelation, the fact 
that wars will prevail at that time is 
emphasized, which, of course, involves 
recklessness, and abandonment of moral 
standards, terrible suffering, fear, fre- 
quently famine, and regimentation. Both 
our Lord (Matt. 24:12) and the Apostle 
Paul (2 Thess. 2:9) speak of the deep 
prevalence of lawlessness in the last 
days. Besides all this, there will be, as 
we find in St. Luke’s account of that 
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great Tuesday discourse, “upon the earth 
distress of nations, in perplexity for the 
roaring of the sea and the billows; men 
fainting for fear, and for expectation of 
the things which are coming on the 
world” (Luke 21:25, 26). The Book cf 
the Revelation is filled with passages 
that confirm this prediction of our Lord. 
Beyond this, deception will prevail in a 
most unusual way. Even as Paul says 
in his First Epistle, men will be giving 
heed to seducing spirits (ie., deceiving 
spirits). The Lord Jesus said that there 
should arise false christs and false 
prophets who shall lead many astray 
(Matt, 24:5, 11). So terrible will this 
period be that the apostle expresses it 
by saying that God will send “them a 
working of error, that they should be- 
lieve a lie” (2 Thess, 2:11). Even in 
the passage we are studying (v. 13) men 
are characterized at the end of this age 
as “deceiving and being deceived.” This 
will be the time when there will be a 
terrible activity on the part’ of demons, 
seducing spirits, as Paul calls them in 
his First Epistle, or creatures coming up 
out of the pit to deceive the kings of 
the earth (Rev. 16:13-16). Even Baby- 
lon in those days will be a place haunted 
by demon powers. Beyond this, two ter- 
rible phenomena prevail: on the one 
hand a loss of the knowledge of God, 
widespread unbelief, and a strange, deep, 
vicious opposition to Christ; and, on the 
other hand, a world dictatorship, center- 
ing in a monster called the beast out of 
the sea. These are some of the physical, 
governmental, intellectual, religious, and 
phychological phenomena that will be 
prevailing at the end of the age. We 
are now better prepared for looking at 
this passage which Paul was writing 
within a few days of his execution, 


The Key to Everything 

We shall have time, in this first of 
two articles on this passage, to consider 
only the initial lines: “But know this, 
that in the last days grievous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of self.” 
The word “self” here is the key to 
everything. It means that man in his 
thinking has become what we may char- 
acterize as an anthropocentric being. 
Instead of keeping God at the center of 
his thought, he is thinking first and last 
of himself, judging everything by self- 
interest; his motives, his work, his plans, 
his purposes, all being directed to the 
gratification of his own deepest desires. 
Man himself is a fallen creature; he is 
corrupt, as our Lord said, “Out of the 
heart of men, evil thoughts preceed” 
(Mark 7:21). He has an infinite capacity 
for evil. The only thing that can de- 
liver a man from giving way to the vile- 
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ness, the corruption, the brutality, the 
lust of his own inner being is for his 
life to be directed to some noble purpose 
without, for him to recognize and seek 
to attain some lofty ideal for which he 
will sacrifice the baser instincts of life, 
denying himself for something higher 
than himself. This is supremely and 
absolutely true when man finds his 
greatest satisfaction in God, in love for 
God, the worship of God, desiring his 
will to be conformable to the will of 
God. But in the last days, having no 
God, being under the anesthetizing 
power of satanic deceptions, driven by 
fear, living in an environment of law- 
lessness, his ideals and purposes will be 
determined exclusively by self-interest. 

This concentration of man at the end 
of the age upon the gratification of his 
own desires, upon obtaining what he 
wants, by whatever false or brutal way 
it can be obtained, has become, as many 
of our philosophers and theologians rec- 
ognize, the predominating undertone of 
Western civilization in the last century. 
As this century dawned, Mr. Harcld 
Begbie, for instance, in his little-known 
volume, “The Weakest Link,” well said: 
“Look where you will, it is the spirit 
of I Myself which is paramount. Life 
exists for Me: all the dim eons behind 
have toiled to produce Me. This bricf 
moment in the eternal duration of time 
is only an opportunity for My pleasure 
and My ease: I care not a jot for the 
ages ahead and the sons of men who 
shall inhabit the earth when I am dust 
beneath their feet. Give Me My rights. 
Stand clear of My way. I want and I 
will have.” 

Since Harold, Begbie wrote this we 
have seen born in our world a new sys- 
tem of philosophy called existentialism, 
originating with a grcup of atheists in 
France, especially from the mind of 
Sartre, which is creating a great deal of 
literature on both sides of the Atlantic. 
The latest scholarly treatment of existen- 
tialism, significantly entitled “Dreadful 
Freedom,” by Marjorie Grene (pub- 
lished by the University of Chicago 
Press), defines the existentialism philos- 
ophy as “an attempt to reinterpret hu- 
man. nature in terms of human sub- 
jectivity itself, not through superhuman 
religious or subhuman material cate- 
gories. It is an attempt to show how 
human values are derived from a totally 
human — in fact, a desperately human — 
situation” (p. 47). Sartre himself has 
said: “All the barriers, all the railings, 
collapse, annihilated by the conscious- 
ness of my liberty; I have not, nor can 
I have, recoursé to any value against the 
fact that it is I who maintain values in 
being; nothing can assure me against 
myself; cut off from the world and my 
essence by the nothing that I am, I have 
to realize the meaning of the world and 
of my essence: I decide it, alone, un- 
justifiable, and without excuse.” Ex- 


istentialism is the inevitable result of 
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the cec.ine of ethical values in the mod- 
ern world, acknowledged on every hand, 
In fact, Alfzved Cobban in his profound 
work, “Dictatorship” (London, 1939, p. 
131) says what all students of contem- 
porary thought acknowlecge, “The most 
significant characteristic of 12th century 
thought is the disappearance of the 
autonomy of ethics.” 

The more widespread the ‘exaltation 
of the individual, apart from God, the 
more self-centered man is going to be- 
come. Just to open the new “American 
College Dictionary,” and look at the 
words hyphenated with “self,” is enough 
to show what such a predominating 
mood will mean. While there are some 
good words here such as sel‘-denial, 
self-conscious, self-possessed, and self- 
regard, these are only a few among the 
multitude of others which have evil con- 
notations, such as sel‘-aggrandizement, 
self-assertion, self-centered, self-conceit, 
self-deception, self-destruction, self-de- 
termination, self-devotion, self-existent, 
self-governed, self-important, self-indul- 
gent, self-interest, selfish, se!f-love, self- 
opinion, self-righteous, self-seeker, self- 
sufficient, and self-will. 

Paul’s opening statement, however, 
does not refer simply to self-centered- 
recs, but to self-love; in fact, one will 
find that in these four verses there are 
five words, each of which bezins in its 
Greek original, with a form of the word 
phileo, meaning “to love.” Thus we have 
philautos, lovers of self; philarguros, 
lovers of money; aphilagathos, not lovers 
of good; philedonos, lovers of pleasure; 
and, preceded by the negativing “nct,” 
philotheos, lovers of God. The picture 
Paul sketches of the character of men 
in general in the last days, begins with 
the word philautos, which Thayer defines 
as “loving one’s self, too intent on one’s 
own interests, selfish.” Lock remarks 
that in men who love self first, “the true 
center of life is changed. Self has taken 
the place of God, so all sense of duty 
to others, whether man or God, disap- 
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pears.” ' All vices, all perversions of hu- 
man nature, all wickedness spring from 
this one terribly evil root. As Calvin 
says, “He who loveth himself claims 
a superiority in everything, despises all 
others, is cruel, indulges in covetous- 
ness, etc.” This love isgthe exact ‘oppo- 
site of that true love which “seeketh 
not its own” (1 Cor. 13:5). Love of 
self is the absolute contradiction of the 
words of our Lord, “Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends” (John 15:13). 
The First Commandment is that we love 
the Lord our God with our whole being; 
men who love self first are the enemies 
of God, and deal with others in brutal 
selfishness. Out of the cancer of self- 
love all human misery arises. 

All of the phrases that follow this are 
illustrations of how self-love is dis- 
played, but I cannot refrain from quot- 
ing, before leaving this initial word, a 
remarkable passage in Rauschning’s 
famous “Revolution of Nihilism,” which 
shows how self-love was powerfully at 
work in the most unexpected place — 
the military life of Germany about 1935, 
“Here we find,” says one who knows 
Germany from the inside, “the bound- 
lessly ambitious mercenaries, brilliant 
professionally, soldiers who are soldiers 
to the exclusion of all else . .. the 
fu‘ure type of the revolutionary army, 
the coming German revolutionary gen- 
erals. Ruthless, brutal, they are con- 
cerned only for themselves, their career, 
their power, and influence. For them, 
rearmament and the coming war are no 
more than the framework of their own 
careers. . . . They are true revolution- 
aries . . . who have discarded character 
as useless ballast. This type of German 
is very common today.” ; 

In our next article we shall discuss 
some of the fruits of self-love, which 
Paul sets forth in this strangely neg- 
lected passage, so profoundly important 
for these last times. 

(To be continued) 


Why the Bible Is the Word of God 


Ten reasons that show how it meets man's every need 


R. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, the 

eminent, scholarly, and devout Bible 
expositor, once said: “The Bible seems 
to be the Word of God; claims to be 
the Word of God; and proves to be the 
Word of God.” Emphatically, he states 
that there is no other. Is this important 
to a needy world, and does the Bible 
meet every test? Let us see, very briefly, 
how undeniably it does! 

Were the Bible but one of several 
so-called revelations of God, we could 
never be sure that there might not be 
yet another, so that the assurance — 
sich es the earnest inquirer now has a 
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right to, and actually does, Scripturally 
enjoy — could never ke possible in this 
life. Such a condition would be disas- 
trous for the purpose of Christ in com- 
manding us to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel; for, how can anyone 
be expected to believe that which the 
preacher cannot recommend, personally 
and unreservedly, as safe beyond any 
doubt? 

The Mohammedan believes in one 
God, and acknowledges Jesus as a 
prophet, though not on as high a level 
as Mohammed. The Mormon admits the 
Bible, but puts more credence in the 
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Book of Mormon as a more recent, and 
more specific revelation of God to the 
people of this continent. The Christian 
Scientist (a misnomer if ever one ex- 
isted) quotes portions of the Bible, but 
gives the highest place for authenticity 
to the platitudes of his dead high-priest- 
ess, Mary Baker Eddy. Only-the born- 
again believer gives God: and His Word 
their rightful place of supremacy. 

Yes, the Bible stands alone as God’s 
Word, and requires no interpreter; save 
the infallible Holy Spirit. “The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God” (Rom. 
8:16). This Book of books, therefore, 
is not simply a word of God, indefinite, 
one. of many. It is the Word of God, 
solély, and specific! 

-*“In the mouth of two or three wit- 
nessés every word may be established” 
—a’ recognized legal axiom — like much 
of our law and accepted legal practice, 
is Bible-based, being a quotation from 
Matthew 18:16 (cited from Deut. 19:15). 
Has the Bible three witnesses? “For 
there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the’ Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 
And there are three that bear witness 
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and 
the blood: and these three agree in one. 
If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the 
witness of God which he hath testified 
of his Son” (1 John 5:7-9); and, “These 
things have I written unto you ... that 
ye may know . . . and that ye may be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of God” 
(1 John 5:13). 

Spirit-directed men down through the 
ages have ever recognized the truth and 
the witness of God: “Thy righteousness 
is an everlasting righteousness, and thy 
law is the’ truth” (Psa. 119:142), and, 
“Thy word is true from the beginning” 
(Psa. 119:160). “Write, for these words 
are true and faithful” (Rev. 21:5; see 
also 22:6).. Let the Bible, then, witness 
on its own behalf, by direct, unampli- 
fied quotation, to: 

1. Its Eternal Quality.—“In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God,’ and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God” 
(John 1:1, 2). “You search the Scrip- 
tures, because you suppose that in them 
you: will find eternal’ Life; it is those 
Scriptures that yield evidence about me; 
yet you are unwilling to come to me 
that-you may have Life” (John 5:39, 
Weymouth Translation). “Jesus Christ 
the safhe yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever” (Heb. 13:8). “Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). 
~2.-Its: Verbal Inspiration—“All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God” (2 
Tim. 3:16). “The prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet, 1:21). 


3. Its All-Embracing Purpose.—“And 
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is profitable for docirine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness: that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


4. Its Only Way of Salvation.—“Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life” (John 5:24). “But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light . . . the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7). “Neither is there salvation in any 
other... none other name . .. whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


5. Its Sanctifying and Abundant Life- 
Giving Power.—“If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make. you free” (John 8:31, 
32). “I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among all them which are 
sanctified” (Acts 20:32). 


6. Its Edifying Wisdom.—“The testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple. The statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, enlight- 
ening the eyes” (Psa. 19:7, 8). “From 
a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). “Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path” (Psa. 119:105). “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruc- 
tion” (Prov. 1:7). 

7. Its . Eternal Provision—“Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God; therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not. Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what 
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we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as:he is” (1 John 
3:1, 2). 

8. Its Judgment of Unbelieving Sinners, 
—“The preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:18). 
“He that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begot- 
ten Son of God” (John 3:18). 

9. Its Inseparable Unity—We mus! 
take all or none. “If any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his pari 
out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things that are 
written in this book” (Rev. 22:19). 

10. Its Sole Authority—*“For I testify 
unto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God .shall 
add unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book” (Rey, 22:18). 


Thus the Bible proves by its own tes- 
timony that it meets every requirement 
of God, and every need of man: redemp- 
tion from the past, guidance for the.pres- 
ent, and guaranty for the future! This 
last word is so expressively complete in 
describing the purpose of the finished 
work of Christ —“Guaranty. An under- 
taking to answer for the payment of 
another’s debt, the performance of. an- 
other’s duty, or the like, in case of that 
other’s default or miscarriage. An agree- 
ment by which one person promises to 
make another secure in the possession, 
continued enjoyment, or the like, of 
something” (Webster’s Collegiate Dic- 
tionary, Fifth Edition, 1940). 

Only God’s own verbal revelation — 
authentic and complete in so far as the 
puny mind of man is able to compre- 
hend the purpose, plan, and. wisdom of 
God—could so fully satisfy our every 
need, 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


When a Young Girl Opened Her Heart to Christ 


»How she won members of her family, her 
friends 


ARY’S eighteen years have been 

packed with obstacles and trage- 
dies. In fact, life has seemed dead 
set against her. Her mother had for- 
saken the family when Mary was nine 
years old, leaving three younger children 
for Mary to care for. Added to this was 
the cooking, cleaning, laundering, plus 
her school work. Her mother was put in 
prison for carousing and leaving unpaid 
debts. When her father was put in jail 
for an immoral act, Mary not only had 
to bear the disgrace, but had the ugly 
task of trying to make ends meet. Often 
she was forced to take odd jobs to earn 


nd schoolmates against bitter odds 
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a bit of cash for necessities. Besides all 
this she is two years behind in her high 
school studies due to several attacks of 
illness. She hopes to graduate when she 
is twenty years old! 

And yet, with all this against her, 
Mary is a vibrant bundle of joy and 
peace. She is active in church and youth 
work, and has been the instrument in 
winning many to the Lord during the 
three years she has been a Christian. 

I met her in a small church along the 
Hudson Valley in New York, where my 
husband was part-time pastor. She 
seemed to enjoy the services immensely 
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and was hungry for our friendship. She 
accepted the Lord as her Saviour, and 
became a member of the church. But 
let Mary tell the story: 

“After my mother left us, I liked be- 
ing boss in the home. Even housework 
was fun. On Sunday afternoons we 
would all pile into the car and spend 
the day at a bar or grill. Dad would 
spend most of his money then, and I 
had the task of making ends meet un- 
til the next week’s pay. .After weeks 
and weeks of this, it began. to irk me. 
Then, as a means of escape, I sought 
friendship with older girls, and soon’ I 
was out every night, neglecting the 
home, and constantly quarreling. with 
Dad for money for movies and drinks. 
I was then fourteen years old. 

“One day I met Lois. She attended 
the Baptist church. I was a Catholic. 
We had one common bond—we were 
both motherless. Lois urged me to attend 
church with her and I went once. But 
I was afraid of the priest, for, by this 
time, he was noticing that I was neg- 
lecting attending Mass. He had called 
on my father. 

“After a few months, however, I be- 
gan attending Lois’s church regularly. 
There I heard the messae of salvation 
over and over again. I was reluctant 
to accept Christ because of my Catholic 
background. Then, too, I could not vis- 
ualize life without my worldly pleas- 
ures. The Christian life seemed so drab 
without them. But with the association 
of Christian friends, and the infuence 
of the pastor’s family, I gradually en- 
tered heartily into the church activities, 
accepting Christ as my Saviour, and en- 
joying the various church ac‘ivities. 
They did not know it, but deep down 
in my heart I knew that I was putting 
on an act. 

“After the departure of the minister’s 
family from our state, I discovered a 
great emptiness in my life. Their Chris- 
tian testimony had burned deep into my 
heart without my knowing it. One night 
I came face to face with my wretched, 
despondent, and hypocritical life, and I 
fell down on my knees beside my bed. 
There I let the Saviour fully come in, 
and His peace and joy have flooded my 
.soul ever. since.” 

After Mary’s conversion, a burden for 
souls possessed her. She was influential 
in winning a brother and sister. But 
things were tough at home. Because of 
financial circumstances, they lived in 
one room during the severe winter 
months to conserve heat. Then, one day, 
her father announced that a family of 
five was to come and live with them. 

“I have too much: to do already,” re- 
monstrated Mary. 

But the family came. The father was 
a drinker and the mother exceedingly 
worldly, together with slovenly habits. 
Mary thought she just couldn’t take it. 
Put she kept praying for wisdom and 
paticnce. 
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One night, she invited the woman to 
a rally conducted by the artist-evange- 
list Phil Saint. Conviction surged 
through the sinful life of this woman, 
and she was gloriously saved, 

The radical change in the life of this 
individual so angered Mary’s father that 
he threatened to throw Mary out of the 
home. 

“It is enough that you have this ‘Jesus 
stuff,’” he raged, “but when it gets con- 
tagious, that’s too much.” 

After Mary’s brother and sister had 
accepted Christ, she had Eible study to- 
gether with them in the home. But the 
father denounced it and forbade them 
to continue. He even threatened to 
burn Mary’s Bible. Though this has 
somewhat dampened the zeal of her sis- 
ter and brother, Mary has not become 
discouraged. She continues her Bible 
reading and praying, often arising at 
four o’clock in the morning so her father 
will not see it. This follows many a 
night cf “burning the midnight oil” 
eatching up on housework and school 
lessons. 

One of the direct results of Mary’s 
change of heart, after her conversion, 
was not only a new mode of living, but 
a chenge of marks on her report card 
—even from reluctant teachers. Instead 
of zeros she is getting A’s. 

“This is a definite answer to prayer,” 
Mary admits. “I have asked the Lord 
to help me in my studies, for things do 
not come easy with me.” 

Last summer, while Mary worked in a 
factory, she went to live with her 
mother, who has remarried and lives in 
another part of the state. Mary wanted 
to do this so she could be a‘ testimony 
to her mother, and she is hoping. that 
some day it will become effective in 
her mother’s life. ‘ 

One day last winter, Mary decided to 





January 22, 1949 


earry her Bible with her textbooks to 
school. The idea of a Bible in high 
school! It created quite a sensation. 
Some ridiculed; others sneered. 

Then a boy came and asked, “Are you 
a Christian?” 

With Mary’s happy and affirmative an- 
swer, he replied, “I am, too, but I never 
thought of taking the Bible with me to 
school.” 

Later, this young man and Mary took 
ten of their classmates to a youth rally 
in a near-by city. All ten of them ac- 
cepted Christ. Pretty soon, Bibles in 
that hich school were not such a novelty. 
Then the students wanted to study the 
Bible together and started a Bible-study 
prayer service during their noon hour. 
It began with seven and grew to fifty! 
Now they meet twice a week, one serv- 
ice for a testimony meeting with a spe- 
cial speaker for their inspiration, 

Eight of that group attended Jack 
Wyrtzen’s Word of Life Camp last sum- 
mer. Three became Christians, and the 
others were greatly strengthened in their 
Christian growth. 

Though ridicule and persecution have 
come to Mary, both at home and at 
schocl, it merely spurs Mary on to 
greater victories. “I love to live and 
suffer for my Lord,” she says, 

Mary hopes to work her way through 
Bible school and a nurse’s training 
course, and wants to invest her life for 
God. 

She has a rugged road ahead, but Mary 
knows the secret of daily, personal vic- 
tory. This is what she says: 

“What makes Christ so real in my life? 
What gives me strength to do so much 
in so little time? What gives me such 
abundant joy in the midst of unpleasant 
circumstances? It is my Bible reading 
and prayer each day. That is the secret.” 


CHICAGO. 


The Sower, the Soil, and the Seed 


Their relationship in the work of the Sunday school 


° 


ILLIONS of boys and girls never 

enter any Sunday school, statistics 
reveal; and many Sunday school super- 
intendents are bemoaning the fact that 
many children, who used to attend, do 
so no longer. Such a condition presents 
an unprecedented challenge to all Chris- 
tians. 

The greatest factor in the consistent 
attendance of all scholars in a Sunday 
school is the teacher. It is, true that the 
superintendent is a great influence in 
making the Sunday school program at- 
tractive to the school generally, but the 
all-important, personal touch is the priv- 
ileged possession of the teacher. The 
superintendent may conduct interesting 
and stimulating attendance contests. He 
may lead the school in bright, intriguing 
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opening and closing exercises, But if 
the teacher is not alert to his respon- 
sibilities toward each individual in his 
class, the attendance will fluctuate, de- 
spite all the efforts of the superintendent. 

The teacher is the under-husbandman, 
the sower of the seed in the hearts of his 
pupils, and should therefore determine 
to know all there is to know about, sow- 
ing. Talk to any successful farmer, and 
you. will discover that he knows his job 
of sowing the seed to perfection.. Super- 
intendents frequently complain of. the 
inferior type of sowers they have to put 
up with in their schools. Let us con- 
sider a few of the essential qualifications 
of a good sower or teacher. 

First, of course, is his. experience of 
the regenerating power of Jesus Christ. 
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-hearts and lives of the scholars. 
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If a teacher does not know Jesus Christ 
as his own personal Saviour, how can 
he introduce Christ to his scholars? One 
may be intellectually keen and in pos- 
session of a likeable personality, but he 
cannot qualify as a sower of the good 
seed of the Gospel if he has never re- 
ceived that incorruptible seed into his 
own heart. 


Second, he must be interested in the 
souls of others, and desire their salva- 
tion, -The business of teaching should 
always have as its aim the winning of 
the scholars to Christ. 

Now, many Sunday schools and teachers 
stop right here. They feel they have 
covered all the qualifications necessary 
to enable one to be a successful sower. 
Well, these are the two most important 
qualifications, that is true. And I have 
seen a most unlikely person, who pos- 
sessed only those two attributes, given 
a class. At first, there was no progress 
to be. seen. The scholars were very 
irregular in attendance. When they did 
come, they paid little or no attention. 
One. expected any time to be handed a 
resignation. But this teacher had such 
a consuming desire to be a blessing to 
her class that she soon learned what 
she must be willing to do. 

She decided that she must study dili- 
gently to make her presentation of the 
lesson.as helpful as possible. In making 
it, helpful, she found she had caught 
their interest. Lesson preparation was 
ne longer a hurried Saturday night 
chore, but was begun at the first of the 
week with the gathering of material to 
add to that which the lesson helps con- 
tained. She often jotted down things 
she saw and heard in the office, or going 
to and.from work, incidents she could 
apply to the daily lives of her high 
school teen-agers. She made it a point 
to phone, write, or personally contact 
each absentee, immediately. Sick schol- 
ars were always visited, of course. Her 
class was not a secondary interest in her 
life that could take the left-overs of 
her time, and thought, and talents. She 
took her class as a challenge of vital 
service from hér Master, and the result 
was it became the steadiest, and the most 
interested class in the Sunday school. 
All sowers may well follow her example. 

The sower then, must be saved. He 
must have a passion for souls. And he 
must be willing to work and study hard. 
His class must hold a primary place in 
his lite. Now what about the soil? 

The soil, of course, is composed of the 
A good 
sOwer wants to know all he can learn 
about this soil, with all of its wonderful 
potentialities. In order to determine the 
condition of the soil, he must discover 
the environment in which the scholar 
lives.» A child may start life with vari- 
ous hereditary handicaps, but if the 
home is one where Christ and His Word 
hold a place of high respect, and where 
the conversation centers around the 
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things of God, one can be sure that any 
child surrounded by such a wholesome 
atmosphere will almost surely be re- 
sponsive to the Sunday school teacher’s 
prayerful presentation of the lesson, 
Such soil is prepared for the seed of 
God’s Word. 

But, on the other hand, if the teacher 
finds that the scholar comes from a home 
where Christ’s name is only mentioned 
in an oath, and where every influence is 
only evil continually, he knows that.the 
soil will surely reflect this. home.condi- 
tion. He will thus know how to present 
the lesson to meet that particular need. 
He will find that some soil lacks depth, 
and needs to be deepened if there is to 
be any lasting Christian experience, By 
Close observation, he will detect the soil 
that has been well trampled by the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil. He will 
know the soil that is bearing the thorns 
of preoccupation — preoccupied by self- 
ish ambitions and carnal desires. \ Know- 
ing the different types of soil, he will 
know how to adapt the lesson to meet 
these differing needs. To present. the 
lesson without this necessary knowledge 
is simply to be beating the air. The good 
sower, therefore, knows the soil and 
what it needs, and prayerfully endeavors 
to meet these needs. 


What about the seed? Well, Christ 
tells us that the seed is the Word. Peter 
tells us that it is this incorruptible seed 
that brings about the new birth (Luke 
8:11; 1 Pet. 1:23)«' So'this is the seed 
we must use as sowers. One may be 
an excellent teacher, and have a keen 
insight into the lives of his scholars, but 
if he merely presents, week after week, 
interesting stories with or without a 
moral application, he -will not succeed 
in winning his scholars for Christ. Or, 
perhaps one is well versed in psychology, 
so his lessons are based on this knowl- 
edge. He may thus hold the interest 
of his class, but he will never be doing 
the work that God expects every Sunday 
school teacher to do. If a farmer decided 
one day that oat seeds were so common- 
place, and were lacking in sparkle, so 
he sowed colorful beads instead, he will 
reap nothing, because of his folly. The 
Word of God is old-fashioned, and some 
may even consider it dull, but a teacher 
puts it aside to his-own’ and his class's 
peril. And, really, if a ‘teacher saturates 
his soul in the Scriptures; he will find 
it filled with interest, and ‘he will be 
able to present it in an interesting way, 
too. 


To change the picture a moment. The 
main effort of a fisherman is not directed 
to attract the fish around his bait: They 
may swarm.around it and admire it, but 
if they fail to bite it he gains nothing. 
Interesting lessons are not presented, pri- 
marily, to get the scholars to fill one’s 
class. They must be presented with one 
aim and object, namely; to win’ ‘the 
scholars .to Christ.. And it.is only the 
Word of God that can do that! So, while 
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some teachers, motivated by self-inter- 
est, or carnal ambition, or false stand- 
ards, build up their classes on the sand 
of human-interest stories devoid of the 
Word of God, the sower whom God has 
called, will build up his class on the im- 
pregnable rock of the Scriptures. When 
the final day of reckoning comes, and 
the storms of God's judgment beat down 
upon human works, the house built on 
the sand will miserably fall. But they 
who built upon the rock will find their 
works enduring for all eternity, bringing 
glory to God, and great rewards to 
themselves. 


The sower, the soil, and the seed — 
the soil is a challenge to every sower, 
but if he meets the challenge with the 
Word.of God, he is bound to be success- 
ful, for God’s Word will never return 
unto Him void! 


HAMILTON, ONT., Can. 
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The Bible for Sleeplessness 
By Mabel F. Dennett 


ANY recipes have been given to 

cure sleeplessness. I have not read 
or heard of this one. It is to follow the 
Bible through alphabetically. Usually 
before I have finished repeating the list 
I am sleeping. Many of the verses are 
suggestive of pleasant things, and this 
helps after a trying day. 

Some of these verses, delicately col- 
ored, were on my church at home as 
a part of the decoration at the front 
of the auditorium. They lingered in the 
minds of the youth who went away. 
When a later minister redecorated, 
and removed them, it was a keen loss 
to some returning absentees. But the 
verses had become a spiritual asset and 
still lingered in memory. 

Here is the list I used: 

A—“Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me” (John 
15:4). 

B.—‘“Be of good courage, and let us 
behave ourselves valiantly” (1 Chron. 
19:13), This is especially good in time 
of war. 

C.—“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt, 11:28). This was a com- 
fort to me in the hospital recently, but, 
until Pastor Jones told me, I could not 
place it. 

“Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth know!l- 
edge” (Psa. 19:2). 

—“Every word of God is pure: he 
is a shield unto them that put their: 
trust in-him” (Psa. 30:5).. I have found 
this true so many times. 

F.—“Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were \not redeemed with corruptible 
things” (1 Pet. 1:18)... This recalled to 
me Frances Willard’s favorite: “To be 
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Coming in the Times 
The Prize Contest Articles 


Four months ago the Times offered to pay a first prize of $25 for the 
best article on each of six subjects relating to Sunday school work. A large 
number were submitted, and the first prizes have been awarded as follows: 


“How We Increased and Held Attendance” 
Mrs. J. W. Case, Portland, Oreg. 


“What We Do About Absentees” 
Mrs. Emmai Williams, Lake, Miss. 


“How We Evangelize Every Member of Our Sunday School” 
Miss Rachel Stevens, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


“How We Create an Active Personal Interest in Evangelical Missions” 
Mrs. Gretta M. Van Duker, Klamath Falls, Oreg. 


“Programs for Missionary Sunday” 
Robert H. Rensch, Upper Darby, Pa. 


“Special Class Projects and Activities” 
Robert H. Rensch, Upper Darby, Pa. 


Besides the prize articles, the Tres has accepted seventeen others 
on these topics, written by active, successful Sunday school workers. 


Is the Earth Wearing Out? 


That may seem a strange question, but it is being seriously discussed. 
Time for November 8 gave more than four pages to refuting two recent 
“scare books” (as Time calls them), “Our Plundered Planet,” by Fairfield 
Osborn, and “Road to Survival,” by William Vogt. But it is very doubtful 
whether they can be lightly brushed aside. THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
has two well-documented articles on this growing problem by a Canadian 
Christian physician. In the first, The Earth Shall Wax Old Like a Garment, 
he gives alarming. statistics on “underproduction;” and’ “overpopulation,” 
and names the following four factors as responsible for diminished food 
production: erosion of the soil, decrease in fertility, the ravages of war, 
and the decrease in water supply. In the second, The Inevitability of 
Human Progress, he declares that “the doctrine of evolution implies the 
concept of inevitable progress,” but gives statistics to show that man is 
deteriorating physically, mentally, and spiritually. 


Evolution and Common Sense 

Mr. Douglas Dewar of England, several of whose articles have now 
appeared in Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times, has written three articles on the 
subject of “Evolution and Common Sense.” He quotes some scientific 
writers who have actually argued against common sense; and, with refer- 
ences to a number of modern scientific writings, he points. out. inconsis- 
tencies in the theory of evolution and shows why it is untenable. Mr. 
Dewar is well qualified to speak on scientific matters, having been in the 
Indian Civil Service for many years and having written several. ornitho- 
logical works on the birds of India. 

In a fourth article, “A Physicist Criticizes Evolution,” Mr. Dewar 
reviews an important recent book entitled “Darwin: Before and After.” 
Mr. Dewar says that the author has produced “(1) a valuable account of 
the growth of the theory of organic evolution, (2) an admirable note on 
the causes of the phenomenal success of Darwinism, (3) a masterly 
appraisement of the man Darwin, (4) a valuable summary of the biological 
objections to evolution, (5) unassailable evidence that the theory stands 
in direct opposition to all the exact sciences, and (6) a demonstration of 
the fact that the evolution theory has served to muddle human thinking.” 


All of these articles (with the possible exception of a few on Sunday 
school work) will be included in an annual subscription to the Trumes — 
$2.50, single; $2 each in clubs of five or more to separate addresses. A 
22-weeks’ subscription at $1 will secure many of them. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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carnally minded is death; but to be spir- 
itually minded is life and peace” (Rom. 
8:6). 

G.—“God ‘so. loved ‘the world, that. he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 
16). Is not this the most quoted verse 
in the Bible, and. the one easiest to re- 
member? 

H.—“He shall feed his flock like a 
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his 
bosom” (Isa. 40:11). This verse and Dr. 
W. H. Doane’s suggestion prompted 
Fanny Crosby to write the words for 
the doctor’s melody of the much-loved 
hymn, “Safe in the arms of Jesus.” -It 
is used as a lullaby and also in prayer 
meetings and at funerals.. The~ band 
played the melody at the ‘funeral: of 
President U. S. Grant. 

I—“I love them that love me; and 
those that seek me early shall find me” 
(Prov. 8:17). An incentive to work with 
the young. ; 

J.—“Joy cometh in the morning” (Psa, 
30: 5c). 

K.—“Keep thy tongue from. ered (Psa. 
34:13). 

L.—“Let not your heart be troubled” 
(John 14:1a). 

M.—“My God shall supply all your 
need” (Phil. 4:19a). Many times proved. 

N.—“Now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed” (Rom, 13:11c). 

O.—“O taste and see that the Lord is 
good” (Psa. 34:8a). 

P.—‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” 
(Psa. 122: 6a). 

Q.—“Quicken thou me according to 
thy word” (Psa. 119:25b). 

R.—‘Rest in the. Lord, and wait ~pa- 
tiently for him” (Psa. 37:7). 

S.—“Salvation is far from the wicked: 
for they seek not thy statutes” (Psa. 
119: 155). 

T—“Trust ye in the Lord for ever” 
(Isa. 26:4); or, “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee” (v. 3). 

U.—“Undertake for me” (Isa. 38:14). 

V.—‘Vow, and pay unto the-Lord your 
God” (Psa. 76:11). 

W.—“Watch ye therefore,. and .pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall.come 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
man” (Luke 21:36). 

Y.—“Ye are our epistle written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men” (2 
Cor, 3:2). 

Z.—“Zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up” (Psa, 69:9). 

On some nights other verses will come 
to mind;.and it is most interesting to 
check where found in Scripture, 

For N, another one that often comes 
to me is: “Nevertheless; whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing” (Phil. 3:16). ye 


Wasnuincrton, D. C. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 6. JESUS’ EARLY TEACHING AND HEALING 
Mark 1:14, 15, 21-45, Luke 4:16-30, printed text, Mark 1:14, 15, 32-39, Luke 4:16-21 


Golden Text.—Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 


nagogues, and preaching the pest ae kingdom, and healing 


all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.— 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him 
all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. 
33 And all the city was gathered together at the door. 
34 And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and 
cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, be- 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recov- 
ering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 








cause they knew him. 


35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he 
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. 

26 And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 

37 And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men 


seek for thee. 


38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that 
I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth. 
39 And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, 


and cast out devils. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THESE passages we have the be- 
I ginning of our Lord’s Galilean min- 

istry. We know from John’s Gospel 
that He had begun to proclaim His mes- 
sage -in Judea, immediately following 
His baptism. How much time elapsed 
before He returned to His home country, 
Galilee, is conjectural, but it was prob- 
ably several months.. He had become 
well known and the fame of His miracles 
had been widely spread abroad when 
at last he returned to Nazareth, where 
His early life had been spent. His 
townspeople were all agog over His 
coming to them and eager to see some 
great displays of His reputed power. In 
this they were disappointed. Jesus 
never worked miracles to gratify curi- 
osity. He preached from the Scriptures 
they knew so well, but which they un- 
derstood so little. Identifying Himself 
with the servant of Jehovah in the lat- 
ter part of Isaiah, He declared He was 
the fulfillment of the preacher of grace 
therein depicted (Isa. 61:1, 2b). He 
closed the book without reading of “the 
day of vengeance of our God,” which 
was still in the future. His townspeople 
angrily spurned His message because of 
His reserved attitude as to miracles. 
From Nazareth He passed on to Caper- 
naum, now called “his own city,” and 
made it a center from which He went 
out into all Galilee, teaching and heal- 
ing as the crowds thronged to hear and 
see Him. It was during these early 
thonths that He called a number to Him, 
who left their occupations and became 
His disciples, or pupils. These formed 


the nucleus of the company afterward 
designated 


apostles or sent ones, 


19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 


20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the min- 
ister, and sat down. 
synagogue were fastened on him. 


And the eyes of all them that were in the 


21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture 


Throughout these chapters we see Him 
moving about as the perfect man, com- 
passionately ministering to human need 
and proclaiming His vital message of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom, and calling upon 
men to bow in subjection to the Word 
of God. In contrast to mere tradition 
and unauthorized speculation of the 
rabbis, He spoke with the authority of 
one who knew He was the divine Mes- 
siah. Everywhere He went, His message 
was authenticated by great signs and 
wonders, miracles wrought to relieve the 
wretchedness that abounded on every 
hand. 


The Historical Setting 

The temptation of Jesus followed al- 
most immediately after His baptism. 
His Galilean ministry was preceded by 
a brief period in Judea, but when John 
the Baptist’s public testimony was ended 
by his imprisonment, Jesus moved north- 
ward to Nazareth and other parts. The 
best authorities place this beginning of 


. His work in the autumn of A.D. 27. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:14.—“The gospel of the king- 
dom of God.” This was the Good News, 
that God was now about to assert His 
authority in a very special way in the 
affairs of men. The King Himself had 
come to fulfill the prophecies that went 
before, concerning the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 


Verse 15.—“The time is fulfilled.” The 
long years of waiting for Messiah were 
now ended. He was present in person, 
calling men to repent and to believe the 
glad tidings that the Kingdom was now 
at hand. 

Verse 32.—“They. brought. unto him 
all that were diseased.” Disease had 
come into the world as the result of sin, 


fulfilled in your ears. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


and used by permission. 


In Israel it was proof of the low spir- 
itual state of the people. The afflicted 
of all kinds came or were brought by 
their friends to Jesus for healing and 
deliverance. 

Verse 33.—“All the city was gathered 
together at the door.” This was at the 
home of Simon Peter in Capernaum, 
after the healing of his wife’s mother. 

Verse 34.—“He healed many . . . and 
suffered not the demons to speak.” 
Wherever faith was in evidence, healing 
followed. As for the testimony of de- 
mons, who knew Jesus to be the Son 
of God, He refused to allow them to 
bear witness because He needed not such 
testimony. 

Verse 35.—“Rising up a great while 
before day ... he... prayed.” As 
God become man, He took the place of 
dependence on the Father and sought 
fellowship with Him in prayer. What 
an example to us— we who need prayer 
so much and are often so negligent of 
our opportunities ! 


Verse 36.—“‘Simon and they that were 
with him followed after him.” Moved 
by the throngs still seeking help from 
Jesus, the disciples sought Him out in 
the wilderness and unwittingly, perhaps, 
disturbed Him in the season of prayer, 
in order to press upon Him the need of 
the multitude. 


Verse 37.—“‘All men seek for thee.” 
Thus they presented the desires of the 
people, calling Him to come back to 
the city in order to relieve human need. 


Verse 38—‘“Let us go into the next 
towns.” Conscious that for the time His 
ministry in Capernaum was completed, 
Jesus indicated that there were other 
places. to which He must give the mes- 
sage of the Kingdom, as one sent of the 
Father for this very purpose. 
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Verse 39.—“He preached . . . through- 
out all Galilee.” This was the work of 
months, although given here in so few 
words. 

Luke 4:16—“He came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up.” At 
last, in the course of His itineracy, He 
came to His former home town, where 
the people were awaiting Him eagerly 
because of what they had heard con- 
cerning His preaching and healing else- 
where. There He entered into the syna- 
gogue and went up to the teacher’s seat. 

Verse 17.—“There was delivered unto 
him the book of the prophet Esaias.” 
He unrolled the scroll until He came to 
what we know as Isaiah 61, and pro- 
ceeded to read verse 1 and part of 
verse 2, 

Verse 18.—“The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me.” This prophecy clearly refers 
to the Messiah. Jesus read and applied 
the words to Himself, 

Verse 19—“To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” With these words 
He ceased reading, as they expressed 
the mission for which He had come. 

Verse 20.—“He closed the book.” By 
comparing the passage in Isaiah, it will 
be seen that He ended the reading in 
the middle of a sentence. The words 
that follow are, “and the day of ven- 
geance of our God.” He did not read 
this, however, for the day of vengeance 
was still in the distant future and is 
connected with His second advent. He 
put the entire present age in a comma, 
as it were. 

Verse 21—“This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.” But, alas, His 
message fell upon dull ears indeed. His 
townspeople failed to recognize in the 
one they had known as a carpenter, the 
long-waited-for Redeemer of Israel and 
of the world. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The miracles wrought by Jesus were 
designed to serve a double purpose: to 
alleviate human misery and to authenti- 
cate His Messiahship. Everywhere He 
went these signs accompanied His 
preaching and should have convinced the 
people of the validity of His claims. But 
their eyes were holden and their hearts 
hardened, so that few realized who it 
was that had appeared among them. To 
a little remnant He revealed Himself 
as the Saviour and Redeemer, who had 
come to give His life a ransom for many. 
Miracles in themselves will not con- 
vince men, unless there be true repent- 
ance and a desire to be freed from their 
sins. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Acceptable Year of the Lord. This 
covers the entire present dispensation 
of the grace of God, which Jesus came 
to bring in. While He presented Himself 
as the King, He saw the cross before 
Him before He could take His great 
power and reign. We are told elsewhere 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. January 30.—The Temptation of 
Jesus. | EN RRS. Luke 4:1-13 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. February 13.—Jesus Faces Opposi- 
tion. ... Serres -. 3S fF 








that “the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” 
(John 1:17). As the messenger of grace, 
Jesus called upon men to believe the 
Gospel and so to find salvation, not only 
from the distress into which sin had 
plunged the nation of Israel, but from 
the judgment that must yet be meted 
out to those who spurn His testimony. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom 
(Mark 1:14) 
2. The Kingdom at hand (v. 15) 
3. The King demonstrates His power and 
compassion (vs, 32-34) 
. The King at prayer (v. 35) 
5. The proclamation of the Kingdom (vs. 
36-38) 
6. The King declares Himself as the ob- 
ject of prophecy (Luke 4: 16-21) 


Ps 


Summaries and Applications 

Everywhere that Jesus went He mani- 
fested the divine compassion for suffer- 
ing, sinful humanity. 

No one was ever refused help who 
came to Jesus in faith. It was His de- 
light to free men from their misery and 
to lead them into peace and blessing. 

It is not enough to know Christ as a 
mighty miracle-worker. We need to see 
in Him the Saviour of sinners, through 
whom alone we may have access to God. 


WINONA LaKE, Inp. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 
HY was John the Baptist arrested? 


2. Does Mark 1:14 mark the begin- 
ning of our Lord’s public ministry? 
3. To what extent was the message of 
Jesus similar to that of John? 
4. Where did Andrew and Simon first meet 
Jesus? 


5. What was the secret of Christ’s power 
in healing and other ministries of deliver- 
ance? 


6. What is the special value of early morn- 
ing prayer? (Mark 1:35.) 


7. What snare did Jesus avoid after that 
period of prayer? 


8. What was the relation of the synagogue 
(a) to the Temple, (b) to the church? 


9 How did Jesus come to have part in 
the service in the synagogue of Nazareth? 


10. What was the theme of our Lord’s ex- 
position that day? 


(Answers on page 75) 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
merciful Father, whose love shines 
brightest in Thy saving work through 
Jesus Christ, we thank Thee that to us 
has come the good news of salvation. 
We rejoice that our Saviour abides the 
same, yesterday, today, and forever, that 
His touch has still its ancient power. 
Let that touch of blessing be upon us 
now to give us clear vision of things 
eternal, fresh cleansing from sin’s pol- 
lution, new strength to overcome sin and 
do the work Thou hast given to us. 
Bless today all missionary doctors and 
nurses as they follow Christ in a min- 
istry to body and soul. Through them 
let the enlightening word and the heal- 
ing touch of Christ go forth afresh. to 
many in dire need. Keep in Thy control 
the course and issue of events in our 
world today, and let us soon see Thy 
Kingdom come and Thy will done among 
men everywhere. Keep our hearts in 
peace, stayed always on Thee, and make 
us quick to help the sinful, the sad, and 
the needy to see in Christ their all- 
sufficient Saviour. May our lives ever 
glorify Him and attract others to Him. 
We ask all in His name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—The boys in a big 
school in England were busy writing an 
examination paper. The man in charge 
of the exam was busy, too. While the 
boys wrote, he also wrote, and when he 
had finished, the Christian church had 


US, LORD 


a new and beautiful hymn based on the 
story of Christ we have been studying 
oday. We have read that “at even, when 
the sun did set” people brought to Christ 
the sick for healing. With that story 
in mind the man at the desk in the ex- 
amination room wrote these words: 

At even, ere the sun was set, 

The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay; 

O in what divers pains they met! 

O with what joy they went away! 
He had been asked to write an evening 
hymn, and he continued: 

Once more ’tis eventide, and we, 

Oppressed with various ills, draw near: 

What if Thy form we cannot see; 
We know and feel that Thou art here. 
Then he prayed: 
O Saviour Christ, our woes dispel: 
For some are sick, and some are sad, 
And some have never loved Thee well, 
And some have lost the love they had. 
Are any of us included in that verse? 
For sickness of body or of soul there is 
nothing like putting our case in the 
bands of the Lord Jesus as the hymn 
uoes when it concludes: 
Thy touch hath still its ancient power; 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall: 
Hear in this solemn evening hour, 
And in Thy mercy heal us all. 


Our Lord was healer as well as teacher, 
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Lesson for February 6 


and His miracles of healing were a pic- 
ture of what He waits to do for every 
sin-sick soul, and now, in this Sunday 
school hour, you can have His touch on 
your soul, if you will ask Him. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Now after that John was put in 
prison, Jesus came . . . preaching the 
gospel” (Mark 1:14).—The exceptional 
forerunner had done his honorable work 
and was in prison! John bore witness 
to the Lord Jesus, and baptized Him. 
He saw Heaven opened upon Him and 
the Spirit descending upon Him, and 
heard the Father’s voice proclaiming His 
Sonship and His delight in Him. After 
that the Spirit-filled Lord Jesus engaged 
in conflict with Satan in the wilderness, 
triumphing over him in it, and was then 
ready for public service. The forerun- 
ner could be dismissed. An honorable 
discharge could be given him, so to 
speak. 

What a dispensational fact we have 
here! “The law and the prophets were 
until John,” we're told (Luke 16:16); 
then came Jesus preaching the Gospel! 
One is reminded of the word of the Lord 
to Joshua: “Moses my servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 
thou, and all this people” (Josh. 1:2). 
Moses, the lawgiver, could lead the peo- 
ple to the Jordan — the river that speaks 
of death — but Joshua, whose name sig- 
nifies “Jehovah is salvation,” could lead 
them through Jordan into their posses- 
sion! We are also reminded of that 
other word, “For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). 

Too. many persons today are like 
Apollos when he arrived at Ephesus, 
“eloquent,” “mighty,” “instructed,” and 
“fervent,” yet “knowing only the bap- 
tism of John” (Acts 18:24-26). They, 
like him, need to meet companions of 
the Apostle Paul, who said, “John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him which should come after. 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus” (Acts 19:4). 

The assigned subject of a speaker at 
a certain Bible conference was: “The 
Difference Between the Dispensations of 
Law and Grace.” At the conclusion of 
the message a person with beaming 
countenance approached the speaker and 
exclaimed, “I never saw that difference 
before; I have experienced a second con- 
version!” That may be considered a 
strange way to express it, but that is 
exactly the way one feels when he dis- 
covers that everything and everybody 
that came before Christ but prepared 
the way for Him. John himself said, 
“He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
In dispensations, as in all else, He must 
have the pre-eminence. To use the 
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thought of our text, even the greatest 
of all the prophets (Matt. 11:11; Luke 
7:28) had to go into prison when the 
Lord Himself began to preach the Gos- 
pel! The Gospel is the glad tidings that 
God in Christ is making Himself known 
in all His love to lost, guilty, ruined sin- 
ners, 

“And at even, when the sun did set, 
they brought unto him all that were dis- 
eased” (Mark 1:32).—It is Mark who 
presents the Lord Jesus Christ to us as 
the Servant of Jehovah. What a faithful, 
industrious and indefatigable servant 
He was! Evenswhen He slept, He was 
rudely awakened to work a miracle 
(Mark 4:33, 39). When He would eat, 
the multitude surrounded Him, making 
it impossible (Mark 3:20). Even when 
He withdrew to a desert place, there was 
“no leisure so much as to eat,” because 
many “ran afoot thither out of all cities 

and came together unto him” (Mark 
6: 31-46). 

Our verse brings us to the sunset of 
a very busy day for our Lord. He had 
been in the synagogue and had taught 
the people as no one else had ever 
taught them (v. 22). He had also com- 
manded the unclean spirit to come out 
of one of His listeners (v. 25). And He 
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had entered Simon Peter’s home and 
healed Simon’s wife’s mother of a fever 
(v. 31); and, as the sun was setting on 
that memorable Sabbath day, a multitude 
of diseased and demon-possessed people 
were brought to Him. Untiring activity 
for the souls and bodies of men char- 
acterized that day. Dr. B. Meyer said: 
The clock of life is wound but once, 
And no man has the power 

To tell just when the hands will stop, 
At late or early hour. 

Now is the only time you own; 
So, live, love, toil with a will; 

Do not depend upon tomorrow, for 
The clock may then be still. 

“When they had found him, they said 
... All men seek for thee” (v. 37).—He 
had slipped quietly out of Peter’s house 
“a great while before day” and found 
a solitary place in which to pray. He 
could teach with authority and work 
miracles; but here He is seen as the de- 
pendent Servant waiting oh His Master. 
Doubtless the secret of holy strength 
and endurance is found in solitary 
prayer. 

Dr. A. C. Dixon is reported as saying: 
“When we depend on organization, we 
get: what organization can do; when we 
rely on education, we get what educa- 
tion can do; and so on, Nor am I dis- 


Where The Crowds Should Gather /! 


“fn the city was Zathered th 
together at, the door.” (MK. 1:33.) 
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posed to undervalue any of these things 
in their proper place. But,” he added 
impressively, “when we rely upon 
prayer, we get what God can do!” 

Simon and his associates may have 
thought the Lord’s prayer season a waste 
of precious time, as they were excited 
over the fact that the populace sought 
Him. They didn’t want Him to miss 
this. wave of popularity. 

They may have felt as Lord Chester- 
field expressed it in a footnote of his 
“Account of the Dutch Republic”: “The 
tumultuous love of the populace must 
be seized and enjoyed in its first trans- 
ports; there is no hoarding of it to use 
upon occasions; it will not keep.” 

It is evident from the Lord’s words, 
“Let us go into the next towns,” that 
the seeking of popularity was not His 
object. 

Milton in “Paradise Regained’ says, 
“Honor, glory, and popular praise are 
rocks whereon greatest men have oftest 
wrecked.” 

“That empty and ugly thing called 
popularity,” as R. L. Stevenson called it, 
failed to turn aside this perfect Servant 
of the Lord. 

Wawona, Catir, 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, something very unusual 

occurred in this incident at the syna- 
gogue in Nazareth where Jesus went on 
the Sabbath, as was His custom, to wor- 
ship. Nazareth was His home town. He 
doubtless had worshiped in that syna- 
gogue many times; but now His divine 
Sonship, his Messiahship (according to 
prophecy) had been publicly declared, 
so he stood up to read the Scriptures, 
and the minister handed to him the roll 
which contained the prophetic writings of 
Isaiah. (In the text, the Greek word 
“Esaias” is used instead of the Hebrew 
word “Isaiah’—meaning the same.) 
Jesus turned to the sixty-first chapter 
of Isaiah and read the first verse 
and the first eight words of the sec- 
ond verse. And here is the unusual, 
the very significant thing which He 
did: He did not read on to the end of 
the chapter; He did not stop at the end 
of a paragraph or verse, nor did He stop 
at the end of a sentence; He stopped 
near the middle of a sentence at a 
comma! “And he closed the book, and 
he gave it again to the minister, and 
sat down. , .. And he began to say unto 
them, This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” 

And why did He stop at a comma, 
and not read on to the end of the sen- 
tence? Turn to the sixty-first chapter of 
Isaiah and you will see why. The re- 
mainder of that sentence, following the 
comma, reads: “And the day of ven- 


geance of our God.” If He had read that, 
He could not have said, “This day is this 
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scripture fulfilled in your ears,” for that 
part of the sentence referred to His 
second coming. Isaiah the prophet was 
including both the “comings” of Jesus in 
one sentence —the first coming, as de- 
scribed in the words which Jesus read, 
and the second coming in the words 
which Jesus omitted in the reading. 

As He sat and taught in the synagogue 
at Nazareth on that Sabbath Day, he 
was ushering in “the day of grace.” 
When, later, He should come again to 
fulfill the second part of Isaiah’s proph- 
ecy in that sentence, it would be the 
judgment—‘“the day of vengeance of 
our God,” upon all unbelievers. It is 
still the day of grace. We are still in 
the day of the comma. The comma is 
the smallest of the tribe of punctuation, 
denoting the shortest pause in reading. 
It would seem to indicate that the time 
is brief (“a thousand years [is] as one 
day” with the Lord—2 Pet. 3:8), and 
our Lord has definitely warned us to 
expect and watch for His second com- 
ing (Matt. 24:29, 30—to judge the 
nations; John 14:2, 3 and 1 Thess, 4:16, 
17— to gather together with Him His 
saints). 

I do not know that you fellows are 
specially interested, if at all, in the sec- 
ond coming of the Lord. It is only natu- 
ral that you should be absorbed with 
the local events at your school, or the 
big leagues’ spring practice going on in 
Southern cities; but, fellows, believe me, 
you could not think of a more important 
event, for when He comes all your af- 
fairs and interests will suddenly shrink 
to mere trifles, except those. matters 
which have to do with your spiritual 
interests. Your church will loom up as 
big as a mountain; your Bible will seem 
a hundred times larger than a thousand 
bank books; your “dates” will have no 
charm, for you will have a date with 
the King of kings and the Judge of all 
the earth, 

You will suddenly be reminded that 
your New Testament had made over 
three hundred references to this tremen- 
dous event, and that the Lord had said 
the day would come “as a thief in the 
night” (1 Thess. 5:2). That was for 
these who are not expecting and looking 
for Him. I wish you would think about 
this. 

Get the habit: when you rise in the 
morning to start a new day, say to your- 
self, “He might come today!” It will 
make you more careful to be doing the 
things that would not be embarrassing 
if He should suddenly appear. My! just 
think of some of the places some people 
are going to be in when He comes— 
places they certainly would have stayed 
away from if they had had the slightest 
intimation He would find them there! 
Expecting Him is a wonderful help in 
overcoming temptation; try it. 

You doubtless have joined in that 
chorus the young people are -singing 
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everywhere: “For God So Loved the 
World”; well, that one verse is all too 
short, so I have attempted to add two 
more to fit the theme: 


And when He comes again, 
T'll see Him face to face; 
Tl see His matchless grace 
While glory fills the place. 
He helps me now to win 
The vict’ry over sin— 
Wonderful His love for me! 


Yes, God so loved the world 
He left His Home above 

To make us know His love, 
His faithfulness to prove. 

Tll work and watch and pray 
Till I see Him on that day— 
Wonderful His love for me! 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for February 6 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon w illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a cop $1 is id for each 
illustration accepted, an “$2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 


not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 

Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 

on the printed lesson text. Because of <7 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 

t the votel, submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 
Merely Going About.—Jesus went 
about all Galilee, teaching . . . preach- 


ing . .. healing (Matt. 4:23, Golden 
Text). E,. Russell Lynn, pastor of First 
Church, Belleville, IL, has neatly printed 
at the bottom of his church stationery 
this effective quotation: “I read in a 
book that a man called Christ. went 
about doing good. It is very disconcert- 
ing to me that I am so easily satisfied 
with just going about.”—From the Pres- 
byterian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, 
Iowa. 


“That’s the News !”"—Believe the gospel 
(Mark 1:15). The word “Gospel” means 
“Good News.” A favorite hymn often 
sung during the Revival in Ireland of 
1858-1862 included the following verses: 

‘ ‘The Lamb was slain on Calvary — 

That's the news! That’s the news! 

To set a world of sinners free — 

That’s the news! That’s the news! 
"Twas there His precious blood was shed; 
"Twas there He bowed His sacred Head; 
But now He’s risen from the dead — 

That’s the news! That’s the news! 


And Christ the Lord can save you now— 
That’s the news! That’s the news! 
Your sinful heart He can renew — 
That’s the news! That’s the news! 
This moment, if for sins you grieve — 
This moment, if you do believe — 
A full acquittal you'll receive — 
That’s the news! That’s the news! 
—From E, Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 


Eng. Prize illustration, 


An Eventide of Light.—At even, when 
the sun did set (Mark 1:32), The sick 
came to the Lord in an eventide of 
trouble, and it became light for them. 
When the disciples were gathered be- 
hind closed doors one eventide, the Lord 
appeared to them and removed their 
fears, speaking peace to their troubled 
hearts. Another evening, when crossing 
a stormy sea, the Lord appeared to their 
deliverance. But the greatest of all 
eventides was when He sat down with 
His disciples for almost the last time 
(Matt. 26:20). That was an eventide of 
trouble for Him, which made it possible 
for us to have an eventide of light— 
From “Choice Gleanings” calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Africa’s Hunger for the Gospel.—And 
all the city was gathered together at the 
door (Mark 1:33). “We wish that we 
could hide your things in our village 
so you couldn’t find them, then you 
would have to stay.” This was the cry 
which Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Hall heard 
as they made a trip by push-push from 
Kourma to Goundi, French Equatorial 
Africa, and the near-by villages, a round 
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trip of about eighty miles. In these vil- 
lages the Gospel had been preached only 
once before, by one of our missionaries 
five years prior to this time. The only 
missionaries on their station at the time, 
they had to return to take care of their 
work there. They found several villages 
also where the Gospel had not been 
preached, and found those who had never 
seen a white man. ... On their way 
home they saw the natives leaving their 
gardens and walking down the road 
ahead of them. In about a mile they 
came to a very large tree where a hun- 
dred and fifty people were gathered, 
“Why are you gathered here?” they 
asked. “We heard that you were coming 
by, and we have been waiting here since 
early this morning,” was the answer. It 
was ten o’clock then. They wanted to 
hear the Word of God.—From Mid-Mis- 
sions Bulletin. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Who Do They See in You?—And he 
healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases (Mark 1:34a). A greatly be- 
loved medical missionary was Dr. Fred 
Douglas Shepard of Aintab, Asia Minor. 
His magnificent courage and undying 
zeal enable him to accomplish an enor- 
mous and varied work for suffering hu- 
manity. “I have never seen Jesus,” once 
said a poor Armenian, “but I have seen 
Dr. Shepard.” That was the next thing 
to seeing Jesus. Let us strive to live 
so that men and women will talk about 
us in that way.— From the Immanuel 
Messenger. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 


Christ’s Representative-—The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised (Luke 4:18). Jesus went about 
doing good; He touched people in the 
power and mercy of God. You and I 
must do likewise. A preacher confessed 
to me that he was converted in midlife. 
Here is his story. He had prided himself 
that he was a preacher, not a pastor. He 
seemed successful — large congregations, 
large salaries, many compliments, sought 
after for speeches, Then one gloomy 
winter day, when the rain was pouring 
in sheets and the streets were a glare of 
ice, a dominating old woman called him 
and insisted that he go to call upon a 
poor person who had been badly burned. 
He rebelled. The ice made impossible 
the use of his car; he would have to 
walk at each end of the streetcar ride; 
the family was neither faithful nor im- 
portant. But his sense of duty drove 
him to make the call. In rubbers and 
raincoat, and with an umbrella, he re- 
belliously made his way to the porch of 
the humble house. Then something hap- 
pened to him, a spiritual change; sud- 
denly he felt as if he were there in the 
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Master’s stead. Very tenderly he entered 
that house of suffering; with a tear in 
his eye and a vibration in his voice, he 
offered a prayer. Before leaving, he was 
able to make arrangements for the alle- 
viation of the pain and the cure of the 
patient. The revolution in his minis- 
terial career came there and then, when 
he realized that he was making that 
call in the Master’s place. He repre- 
sented the Master. He had to do what 
Christ would have done. ~ After that, 
when he visited hospitals, went to inter- 
view big businessmen, to ‘lead them into 
Christ’s church, attended meetings for 
civic reform, as well as when he stood 
in the pulpit, he regarded himself as 
Christ’s ambassador, the Master’s repre- 
sentative. — From Twentieth Century 
Quarterly. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


When the Heart Is Opened.—The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them ft vat are 
bruised (Luke 4:18)... A traveler in Scot- 
land once found in a fisherman’s hut a 
striking picture of the Saviour. “How 
did you obtain possession of this pic- 
ture?” he asked the owner. He replied: 
“I was way down with the drink, when 
one night I went into a ‘pub,’ and 
there hung His picture. ‘I was sober, and 
I said to the bartender, ‘Sell me that 
picture; this is no.plate‘for the Saviour.’ 
I gave him all the money I had and took 
it home. I droppéd on my knees and 
cried, ‘O Lord Jesus;-pick me up again 
out of my sin.’”» The prayer was an- 
swered, and today that fisherman is the 
grandest man in that little Scottish vil- 
lage. He was asked-if he had no strug- 
gle to give up liquor., A look of exulta- 
tion came over his face'as he answered, 
“When the heart is.opened to the Sav- 
iour, He takes the. love of drink out of 
it."—Source unknown, Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N.Y. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Jesus Bectns His Worx 


SSIGNMENTS: Gladys, please read 

Mark 1 this week. and be ready to 
tell us how many times you find the 
words “immediately” or “straightway.” 
I will ask Verna, Helen, and Donna to 
be prepared to tell us one of Christ’s 
first miracles of healing. As you girls 
study your passage, notice three things: 
(1) The location in which the healing 
took place, (2) The person’s trouble, (3) 
The manner in which Christ healed him. 
Verna, Mark 1:21-28; Helen, Mark 1:29- 
31; and Donna, Mark 1:40-45. Dorene, 
please be ready to tell us about Christ’s 
visit back to Nazareth after He had be- 
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gun His public ministry, Luke 4: 16-30. 

How many of you have read the story 
of “The Great Stone Face,” by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne? I think it is the best thing 
he ever wrote. 

The hero, Ernest, lived in a large val- 
ley surrounded by lofty mountains. On 
the side of one of the mountains some 
immense rocks had been thrown together 
in such a way that they resembled a 
great stone face. Viewed from a proper 
distance, this face appeared to be look- 
ing down on the valley with an elevated 
and benevolent expression. 

Ernest loved to look at “The Great 
Stone Face,” and it became to him an 
emblem of all that is good and kind 
and true. 

There was a tradition in the valley 
that some day one of the children born 
there would become the greatest and 
noblest man of his day, and that he 
would bear a striking resemblance to 
“The Great Stone Face.” Occasionally 
one of the outstanding sons of the valley 
would return to it, and each time Ernest 
would look eagerly from the face of the 
man to the majestic and benign image, 
hoping to see the likeness. 

A man of great wealth, a great gen- 
eral, and a great philosopher each came 
in turn, but every time Ernest was dis- 
appointed, for none of them had the 
slightest resemblance to “The Great 
Stone Face.” He hunted up a poet who 
wrote noble and beautiful sentiments, 
feeling sure he would prove to be the 
man, but again Ernest was disappointed. 

One day after he had become an old 
man, Ernest was addressing some of the 
people of the valley. He was speaking 
simply, right out of his own heart. As 
the: poet looked and listened, he sud- 
denly raised his arms and shouted, “Be- 
hold, Ernest is himself the image of “The 
Great Stone Face.’” Then all the peo- 
ple looked and saw that it was true. 
He had never done anything spectacular, 
but: he had loved that majestic face and 
had looked at it every day, so he had 
grown unconsciously to resemble it. 

In this story Nathaniel Hawthorne 
has ‘brought out the secret of the Chris- 
tian life. The great purpose of the Chris- 
tian is to become like the Lord Jesus 
Christ. How can this be done? By 
thinking about Him, loving Him, and 
communing with Him. 

This quarter and next we are studying 
the life of Christ. All Scripture points 
to Him, but in these lessons Jesus Him- 
self is the entire theme, so we will be 
led to think of Him constantly. Let us 
pray that our lessons may increase our 
love for Him, and our likeness to Him. 

We have already studied about Christ’s 
miraculous birth, His perfect boyhood, 
His baptism, and His victory over temp- 
tation. Today we have the beginning 
of His public ministry. 

The Gospel of Mark presents Christ 
as God’s perfect Servant. The first thing 
we notice in this lesson is His prompt- 
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ness. He was to start to preach when 
John’s ministry was ended. Let us read 
Mark 1:14, 15 together. Do you see that 
Christ began His ministry at exactly the 
right time? You and I want to serve 
God, but so often we put off what we 
intended to do till later. The Lord Jesus 
was not like that. There is another in- 
dication of promptness. in this chapter. 
Gladys will tell us how many times she 
found the words “straightway” or “imme- 
diately.” Oh, that you and I might yield 
such prompt obedience to God! 

There are three specific miracles of 
healing in this chapter. Each is entirely 
different as to the place in which it was 
performed, in the type of ailment, and 
in Christ’s manner of healing. Verna 
will tell us about the man in the syna- 
gogue. 

After they came out of the synagogue, 
the Lord Jesus and some of His disciples 
went to Peter’s house for dinner. What 
did they find there? Helen will tell us 
the story. Luke tells us that Peter’s 
mother-in-law was sick of a “great 
fever.” She was dangerously ill. But 
the Lord healed her so promptly and so 
completely that she was able to help 
get the dinner! 

Before we go on, I want you to take 
special notice of this woman. Who was 
she? Then Peter was married. Why 
is this important to notice? Because 
the Roman Catholic Church calls Peter 
its first Pope. Is the Pope allowed to 
marry? There are many other ways in 
which the Apostle Peter was vastly dif- 
ferent from the Pope. In Acts 10:25, 26, 
Cornelius worshiped Peter, but Peter 
pulled him up, and said, “Stand up; I 
myself also am a man.” If Peter had 
been a proper Pope he would have said, 
“You certainly should kneel to me, 
Cornelius, I am the Vicar of Christ on 
earth.” I call this to your attention ‘be- 
cause if you read the newspaper articles 
called “Catholic Information” you might 
suppose that the doctrines of that church 
are Scriptural. 

The Lord Jesus taught in the syna- 
gogue the morning He healed the de- 
moniac; then He visited in Peter’s home 
and healed his mother-in-law. Now let 
us see how He spent the evening (vs. 
32-34). See how fast the news of His 
healing miracles spread! 

As soon as the sun set, ending the rulcs 
for keeping the Sabbath, every sick per- 
son in the city came or was brought by 
his friends to the street in front of 
Peter’s house. Let your imagination 
picture the scene. The Lord goes from 
one to another healing and blessing. 
Not one is turned away as incurable. 
See this lame girl jump to her feet rap- 
turously. Watch that blind man open 
his eyes in wonder. Hear that deaf and 
dumb boy calling out praises to the Lord. 
See that dying woman get out of her 
bed perfectly well, 

The Lord Jesus could have stood in 
the doorway of Peter’s house and com- 
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manded, “All of you be healed of your 
troubles.” But He did not. He did. not 
cure all in the same way, but showed 
an individual interest in every one. 

What did the Lord do very early the 
next morning? You and I might have 
said, “I know I should get up and pray 
this morning, but I had such a tiring day 
yesterday, I just must ‘sleep in”” But 
our great Example rose up a great while 
before day, to pray. 

Now Donna will tell us about the 
leper. If there is someone here this 
morning who has not been cleansed from 
sin, will you not say to Christ, “If thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean”? He 
will answer at once, “I will; be thou 
clean.” 

Now turn to Luke 4:16. What was 
the custom of our Saviour every Sab- 
bath? Dorene will tell us about the 
Lord’s visit back to Nazareth. What a 
dreadful thing that was! This was the 
very city in which the Lord Jesus had 
grown in favor with God and man. He 


- was the greatest person in the universe. 


But here we find His fellow townsmen 
ready to kill Him because they did not 
like His message. 

No, this miracle was not for Himself. 
It would have been much easier for Him 
to let the people of Nazareth cast Him 
down to instant death than to stay on 
earth and be crucified. But His work 
was not yet done, and so He passed 
through the midst of them and went 
His way which led to the cross. 

How can we help loving such a Sav- 
iour ! 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Begins To Teach (Luke 4:16-24) 


OM came in from play with a big 

appetite. He hoped supper was all 
ready. But Mother had had company, 
and had not been able to start getting 
supper as early as usual. Tom fussed 
and stamped his feet, pounded his 
mother with his fists, and soon was roll- 
ing on the floor, screaming in anger — 
just because he had to wait perhaps ten 
minutes for his supper. Do you think 
the company thought Tom was a good 
boy, living for the Lord Jesus? 

Let me tell you about the Lord: “Jesus 
of Nazareth , . . went about doing good 
. . . for God was with him” (Acts 10: 
38, Memory Verse). I wonder who was 
with Tom that night when he was roll- 
ing on the floor. It wasn’t God, was it? 
If Tom had gone “about doing good... 
for God was with him,” what do you 
think he would have done? Helped 
Mother set the table, talked pleasantly 
with the company? 

What good things did the Lord do be- 
cause God was with Him? Assign each 
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Lesson for February 6 


of the references to a child to read and 
report: Mark 1:21, 23-26; 29-31; 32-34; 
35; 38, 39; 40-42. Another child may 
copy the Memory Verse on a paper with 
a picture of the Lord. As reports are 
given, a list may be made on the 
paper.) 

Then one day in His travels, the Lord 
Jesus came to His own home town, to 
Nazareth. Going to church, the syna- 
gogue, as usual, He was asked to read the 
Scripture and preach the sermon; for 
they had heard how He had preached 
and taught in other towns. He chose 
a part of the Old Testament that told 
the good things He was to do because 
of the Spirit of God being with Him. 
(Read to class Luke 4:18, 19.) At first 
the people of Nazareth were thrilled as 
they listened to His wonderful words. 
And then they remembered He was just 
one of them, and they did not believe 
that He was anybody special. When 
they felt that way, He went on to 
other places to preach and teach and 
heal. ; 

We were talking a little while ago 
about Tom, who had the temper fit. 
Maybe you wouldn’t think it, but Tom 
had once asked the Lord Jesus to come 
into his heart and forgive him for all 
the naughty things he had done, and give 
him a new, clean heart. He had told 
his teacher and his mother that he had 
asked the Lord Jesus into his heart. 
What was the matter now? Could that 
kicking, screaming boy be one that the 
Lord was living in? I’m afraid when 
he had a fight with the Devil that time, 
that the Devil won. And when the Devil 
was with him, what horrid things he 
did! Suppose he had asked the Lord 
Jesus to help him instead, 

It will not do much good for us to 
tell people about the Lord Jesus, unless 
they can see us doing good things so 
that they know that God is with us. 
What are the good things that boys and 
girls should do at home that show God 
is with them? (Have a paper with a 
picture of a family pasted on it. Below 
the picture let pupils list good things 
at home, such as obeying parents, doing 
work willingly, playing without quarrel- 
ing.) 

What are the good things boys and 
girls should do at school because God 
is with them? (As before, have a paper 
with a school scene on which to list 
items.) 

Review recent Memory Verses (Luke 
2:40; Matt. 3:17; Heb. 4:14, 15), as they 
may be applied to this lesson. Encour- 
age children to pick out individually one 
bad thing in their lives, which may be 
made over into good, with the Lord’s 
help. Have prayers for forgiveness for 
past wrongs, and for power to carry 
out individual good resolves. Post the 
Papers in the room where they may serve 
as review next time. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ON’T forget a picture for each lesson 

to put on the clock face poster. 
There are so many good pictures of the 
Lord Jesus in the Bible book stores that 
you should not have difficulty in secur- 
ing one for each lesson, 

Once before, we had a lesson that told 
us about the Lord Jesus Christ in a 
place of worship. That time it was in 
the Temple in Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
twelve years old. Today we find Him 
in the synagogue at Nazareth, where His 
home had been all during His boyhood 
and early youth, and now He is a man, 
probably about thirty years old. 

When He was a boy, He had asked 
questions of the learned men, and had 
answered questions so well it had aston- 
ished them. Now He is a man, and they 
honor Him by handing Him the roll of 
the Book of Isaiah, and asking Him to 
read. They didn’t have books in the 
shape of our books, but rolls of parch- 
ment with the reading painstakingly 
printed on them by hand. They asked 
men who visited to read the Scripture 
much as our ministers often do today: 
when there is a visiting minister in the 
congregation, they ask him to come to 
the pulpit and read the Scripture or 
lead in prayer. 

But when He had read same wonder- 
ful verses in Isaiah that told of His own 
coming to earth and what He would do, 
He began to speak to them and tell them 
that He was the one who fulfilled that 
prophecy. He had been sent to earth 
to preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal 
the brokenhearted, to deliver prisoners, 
to give sight to the blind, and to set 
free those who were bruised and broken. 

The Lord spoke gracious words that 
day in Nazareth, and all the people won- 
dered, but then somebody said, “Isn’t 
this Joseph’s son?” Can’t you just hear 
the whispering? How could the carpen- 
ter Joseph’s son be the Messiah which 
was to come? And they refused to be- 
lieve in Him; and when He told: them 
of their unbelief, they became so angry 
that they rose up and put Him out of 
the city, and were even going to throw 
Him over the cliff upon which Nazareth 
was built, ‘and kill Him, but He was able 
to pass through the crowd and escape. 

Poor Nazareth! None of the mighty 
works of the Lord Jesus Christ were 
done there because of their unbelief. 
What a dreadful day that was when they 
refused Him! But I am thinking of an- 
other place than Nazareth now, a coun- 
try called the United States of America, 
a country that has had the Gospel 
preached every day for almost two hun- 
dred years, and yet thousands of people 
have said and are saying, “Jesus is but 
a man. How could He be the Son of 

God? How can He forgive sins?” And 
‘they refuse to believe on Him. 


Once when Jesus was speaking to His — 
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disciples, He said it would be better for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg- 
ment than for the cities where He had 
preached and healed, and been rejected. 
What do you think about our great, 


wicked American cities: New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles? What are the 
people in those cities going to say in that 
judgment day? . 

The judgment of the heathen cities 
who never heard the Gospel will be bet- 
ter than theirs. 

Of course there were some in Nazareth 
who believed, and some in all these cities 
now believe, but millions refuse Christ. 
I am so very anxious that every one of 
you children shall know and believe that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and your own Saviour, so that no judg- 
ment can touch you, because your sins 
are all blotted out by the precious blood 
of Christ, 

Jesus was just beginning His minis- 
try of preaching and teaching and heal- 
ing, that day in Nazareth, but the same 
thing happened all through His earthly 
life, a few believed, many rejected. It 
is so yet. How many millions are going 
to miss eternal life, because they refuse 
to believe on the only begotten Son of 
God. 

Every one of you has heard the Gos- 
pel, your teacher gives it to you over 
and over. She is praying and I am pray- 
ing that not one of you will be like those 
people in Nazareth that day, and refuse 
the Lord Jesus Christ. , 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 70) 

1. Because he fearlessly rebuked Herod for 
his unlawful marriage (Mark 6:17, 18). 

2. No. The earlier Judzan ministry came 
before. See John 2:13 to 3:24. 

3. See Matthew 3:1, 2; 4:17,. 

4. Near Bethany (Bethabara), by the Jor- 
dan, where John the Baptist pointed out 
Jesus (John 1:35-42). ‘Earlier acquaintance 
is not recorded. 

5. See Acts 10:38; John 14:10. 

6. (a) It is less apt to be interrupted; (b) 
it gives, preparation of heart for the whole 
day. 

7. The snare of popular clamor. 


8. (a) The synagogue was the rallying 
place of “the Dispersion,” but lacked ‘the 
sacrificial ritual of the Temple. (b) Eder- 
sheim has called the synagogue “the cradle 
of the church.” 


9. It would only have been on the request 
of the ruler of the synagogue to act as the 
messenger of the congregation that day. 

10. Christ in the prophets (Luke 4:21. See 
Luke 24:27, etc.). 


“I cannot too greatly emphasize the 
importance and value of Bible study — 
more important thaw ever before -in 
these days of uncertainties, when men 
and women are apt to decide questions 
from the standpoint of expediency rather 
than upon the eternal principles laid 
down ~by God Himself."—John Wana- 
maker. 
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Children at Home 


Margie’s Quilt 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


ARGIE spread out the pieces from 
her grandmother’s rag bag. 

“Look, Grandma!” she said. “Here is 
some of that pretty cloth with the little 
pink rosebuds! I remember this.” 

“Yes, dear, I made pajamas for you 
out of that material when you were a 
very little girl.” 

“And here is some with bluebirds,” 
Margie went on, “and some more with 
pink and blue stripes.” 

“Yes, that’s right. Find all the pieces 
of outing flannel, and we can make a 
nice quilt of them.” 

Soon there was a big pile of scraps — 
plain, figured, and striped. 

“That will be enough, I’m sure,” said 
Grandma. “I'll cut out the patches, and 
you can help me sew them together.” 

Margie really enjoyed sewing the 
patches, with Grandma’s help, because 
Grandma told her so many interesting 
stories as they worked together. 

“You see,” Grandma told her, “our 
missionary society is getting a box ready 
to send to some of our missionaries in 
India. We want to send several quilts 
for the children there.” 

“But I thought India was hot,” said 
Margie. “What would the people there 
do with warm quilts?” 

“Yes, India is very hot in the sum- 
mer,” replied Grandma. “In the north- 
ern part of the country, however, the 
winters are cold, and people are glad 
to have quilts and blankets. We have 
heard, too, that just now many people 
are in need of clothing. When they 
need so much, we ought to do what we 
can for them, don’t you think so?” 

“Ch, yes, I want to help. I can make 
a little quilt, can’t I, Grandma?” 

“T’m sure you can. I'll help you,” said 
Grandma. 

“India is where they worship idols, 
isn’t it?” Margie asked. “Do all the 
people worship idols?” 

“A great many of them do—not all. 
Some are followers of the false prophet, 
Mohammed, who they think can save 
them.” 

“Don’t any of the children in India 
know about Jesus?” asked Margie. 

“Yes, some of them do,” answered 
Grandma.. “That’s why missionaries 
have gone so far away from home —to 


tell men and women and children about - 


our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Some of the 
people in India have learned to love 
Him, too. Perhaps your quilt will go 
to a little Christian child in India.” 

“T’'d like that,” said Margie. 

After awhile all the patches were 
sewed together. 

“Now we'll have to buy some material 
for lining,” suggested Grandma. “Would 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


you like to go to the store with me to 
help choose it?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Margie. “Let’s go now.” 

The store had ever so many pretty 
patterns in outing flannel. 

“I like this best; it’s funny,” Margie 
finally decided, choosing material with 
little lambs skipping and jumping and 
turning somersaults all over a blue back- 
ground, 

At last the little quilt was all finished, 
and packed with others in a parcel to 
send on its far-off journey to North 
India. 

While Margie’s quilt was on its way, a 
Christian family in the city of Nowshera 
were in great distress. f 

“It is so cold,” whimpered little Sabir 
Masih. “When will my mother come 
back?” 

“Yes, Son,” replied his father, “we are 
all cold. It is a sad time for us, but 
remember, many others, too, are suffer- 
ing from the cold. We aren’t the only 
ones whose houses and beds, and bed- 
ding, and clothes got caught in the flood. 
Look at our neighbors and friends. 
They are cold, too, and hungry, and 
miserable. Try to sleep, and tomorrow 
when the sun shines again you will be 
warm. Your mother will be with us 
again soon.” 

Sabir Masih’s father sighed. It was 
hard to sleep when there were so few 
covers for the bed. There was one thing 
to be thankful for, however. Sabir 
Masih’s mother was safe in the mission 
hospital, where she would be warm, and 
well cared for, along with Sabir Masih’s 
new little brother. 

There was great excitement at the hos- 
pital. Boxes had arrived from America 
— boxes of clothing, and bedding, and 
soap, and powdered milk. The faces of 
the missionary doctor and her nurses 
just shone. 

“Bless those dear American friends!” 
the doctor exclaimed. “Nothing could 
be more welcome for the poor suffering 
people.” 

“Our supply of powdered milk is 
nearly finished,” said one of the nurses. 
“This is just what is needed by those 
who are nearly starving.” 

“And the scap! Won't the poor women 
in the refugee camp be happy now! 
They have not been able to wash their 
hair or their clothes for so long.” 

“Just look at the quilts, and blankets, 
and clothing! I know just where some 
of. those will go. Our poor Christians 
from the village of Nidala, who lost 
everything in the flood, will make me 
use of these,” said the doctor. 

“Oh, Doctor Miss Sahiba, look at this 
dear little quilt !” said Nurse Ruth, hold- 
ing up a pretty patchwork quilt. “This 
is something special. May I give it to 
one of my patients?” 

“I know who that will be,” laughed 
the doctor. “You want to give.it to your 
newest little pet. Yes, certainly the 
baby will need a warm quilt at home.” 
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Nurse Ruth took the quilt and ran 
happily to the ward where Sabir Masih’s 
new little brother.and his mother were. 
Yes, it was Margie’s pretty, warm quilt 
that she spread over him. The baby 
blinked sleepily. He did not see the 
pretty patches carefully sewed together, 
and the little lambs skipping and jump- 
ing and turning somersaults all over the 
blue background. But the eyes of the 
baby’s mother were alight with hap- 
piness. 

“Is it really for my baby?” she asked. 

“Yes, you may take it with you when 
you. go home today. ‘Some kind Chris- 
tian friends in America sent it for just 
such a sweet baby as this,” Nurse Ruth 
answered. 

“May our Lord Jesus bless them!” 
said the baby’s mother, 

Before nightfall the doctor and nurses 
had distributed powdered milk and soap, 
clothing and bedding to many grateful 
people. Some of them were not Chris- 
tians, and were very surprised to receive 
so much from those they had never 
known. 

“Why do you do this for us?” they 
asked. 

“These gifts were sent by Christian 
people in America,” was the answer, 
“people who are trying to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He teaches us to 
have compassion on the suffering, to 
feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
and help all in need, especially all those 
who, first of all, need Him.” 

The gifts found their way, too, 
Sabir Masih’s home, 

“Tll not be cold tonight, Father,” he 
cried happily. His hands were feeling 
the warm woolen blanket and the bright 
red sweater which had been given to 
him. “And look at the baby’s quilt! 
He will be warm, too.” 

Sabir Masih’s father was looking at 
his new son, wrapped warmly in a little 
quilt over which lambs were skipping 
and jumping and somersaulting. 

“No, Son, we will not be cold tonight. 
Let us give thanks to our Heavenly 
Father .who has given us so many won- 
derful gifts,” he said. 

“I think that the baby wants to say, 
‘Thank you,’ too, for his nice warm 
quilt,” said Sabir Masih. 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 


David Baron and the Testimony 
to Israel © 
(Continued from second page) 


for the Jews or spoken for them in pub- 
lic today.” 

In 1901 the House of Testimony to Is- 
rael was established in Whitechapel, 
London. The costs of construction came 
in answer to prayer, and for many years 
this was its only but unfailing support. 
“In these seventeen years,” wrote Mr. 
Baron, “though we have no church, sect, 
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or party ‘back of us, though no one in 
the world has been personally asked by 
us for one pound, nor has a penny been 
spent in advertising for funds, a sum of 
about £53,000 has been. sent in. spon- 
taneous gifts by those all over the world 
whose hearts God has touched in answer 
to prayer. I-record this to the glory of 
God and as testimony that God always 
justifies and honors the trust we put in 
Him.” 

Many’ were the illustrations of this 
care. “You cannot have one eye on God 
and the other on the supporters of the 
work. Both eyes must be on Ged.” A 
Dutch’ lady once promised Mr. Baron 
to remember his work in her will, 
but after her death the heirs. contested 
the bequest. Mr. Baron’s attorney wished 
to take it to-court. Refused! “He never 
went to earthly courts for justice’ but 
to the great’ Assize of Heaven.”: Two 
years later the lawyer again asked per- 
mission as all ‘the heirs had been traced 
and time for settlement had’ come; Again 
Mr, .Baron refused. Then very unex- 
pectedly the heirs decided. :to settle 
amicably, anda check came to the: mis- 
sion. more than double that originally 
bequeathed, with good interest to - boot. 

The evangelism of this Hebrew-Chris- 
tian Testimony -to -Israel. covered Ger- 
many, Austro-Hungary, Russia, Poland, 
Rumania, Greece, Egypt, North Africa. 
At one time Mr. Baron co-operated with 
Rabbi Lichtenstein, a brilliant and. in- 
fluential Hungarian Jew, who had found 
Christ. Thus: 

“Rabbi Lichtenstein.was sitting'on the 
deck reading the New Testament: An 
old: man, rabbi.in a small. district, look- 
ing over “Lichtenstein’s shoulder _ said, 
‘Peace be to'you!’ What are you read- 
ing?’ 

“*The ‘New Testament,’ came ‘the reply. 
:$‘But is it not-about the Tolui. [the 
Crucified ]?” 

“ *Yes,’ replied Rabbi Lichtenstein. “He 
hyng on a tree.’ + 
<*“ “But, Rabbi, did He not, destroy: the 
Law and blaspheme Moses?’ 

“Sit down,’ returned Rabbi Lichten- 
stein .arid judge for yourself,’ and -he 
turned, up .a number of passages to show 
him, that Christ in Himself fulfilled ‘the 
Law. and that He appealed to Moses: 
‘For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me:. for he wrote of me.’ 

“After listening some time the old man 
said, ‘Rabbi, I have only thirty kreutzer 
with me, but I. will give them to you for 
this. book.’ He’ got the book free and 
disembarked at the next landing.” 

Again traveling in a German train 
Baron fell into conversation with an 
educated Jew, who was much concerned 
about Christ, but who said: “One thing 
it. is impossible. for. us to believe. The 
story that Christ was born of a virgin 
in the manner you describe could have 
originated only among Gentiles.” 

“Quite true,” I said, “if it were a story 
it could only have originated among the 
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Gentiles. But in that it originated, not 
among Gentiles, but. among the Jews, 
and that Jewish evangelists wrote the 
account of the miraculous birth and 
many thousands of Jews believed in it 
before a single Gentile did, it cannot be 
a. story but a fact. To invent such a 
story among the Jews, considering their 


laws, their feelings, and their ideas 
about the. Messiah, would in itself 
be.a miraele as great as the fact. -Only 


the historic fact could produce the ac- 
count.” 

From its earliest days, David Baron 
watched the coming Zionist movement. 
He attended not only the First Zionist 
Congress: at Basel, but eight succeeding 
ones. In this way he made many con- 
tacts which enabled him to preach to 
influential Jews. On one occasion a 
delegate spoke disparagingly of Jewish 
Christians.. .Whereat Dr. Herzl, the 
chairman, left the rostrum and came 
down.-to seat himself by. the side of Mr. 

ron. and the. other Jewish mission- 
aries. 

(This -is~ interesting. Dr. Theodor 
Herzl's only son, Hans, became a Caris- 
tian, and it is thought that the «father 
was more near to Christ than is com- 
monly» known. Although Herzl was 
father of Zionism: his body has never 
been moved to the land of Israel, which 
would seem to be an inevitable thing. 
Why?) 

In his ‘notes of these sessions, he says: 
“As I look upon these hundreds of ear- 
nest, intelligent faces, gathered from all 
parts of the earth, and listen to the able 
and. often impassioned speeches made in 
different languages, I feel in my soul 
that Israel is God’s great reserve force 
for the future blessing ‘of the world, and 
my heart. goes out in yearning for the 
time when ‘the Spirit shall be poured 
upon.us.from on high’ and when these 
remarkable gifts and this zeal and ability 
shall be consecrated to the service of 
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Old Testament Survey I 
Old Testament Survey IT 
New Testament Survey 
Epistle to the Romans 
Epistle to the Hebrews 
Messianic Psalms 

Topical Studies 

Primary Truths 


Child Study 
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Sunday School Work 
Christian Missions 
Homiletics 

Personal Evangelism 
New Testament Greek 
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YOUR PRAYERS 
ARE NEEDED 
«Ss FOR THE 

LAST LOST RACE 


Are you praying for the great advance now 
being made to the Red Race in the Amazon 
Valley? Shall the three hundred unreached 
tribes in the primeval forests and on the 
rivers of South America be denied comfort 
of the Word? You can have partnership in 
this work by going and by praying. 





Write today for free copies of literature 


South America Indian Mission 


Box 147-S West Paim Beach, Florida 
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| TRAIN FOR MENTAL NURSING 
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| CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
| WYCKOFF - - NEW JERSEY 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 
Hear the soul havary cry .of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians ‘scatt over the world— 
di: dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent. profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness —- FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 
LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Ilineis 
Interd I—A Work of Faith 
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making known their long-rejected Mes- 
siah and King.” 

“We began the day with aw united 
prayer meeting at which eight Hebrew 
Christian brethren were present. It was 
good for us, as those who anticipate our 
nation in allegiance to Zion’s true King, 
to meet at the throne of grace to plead 
for our people and especially for the 
delegates and leaders in this Zionist 
movement; and that the day may be 
hastened when all Israe] shall under- 
stand that wonderful inscription on the 
cross, Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judw@orum.” 

The Zionist badge worn at the Con- 
gress, engraved by the Jewish sculptor 
Beer, was a poor wandering family — 
father, mother with babe at breast, and 
two more children, the eldest boy, staff 
in hand. Under it, Ezekiel 37:21, “Be- 
hold, I will take the children of Israel 
from among the nations ... and will 

. . bring them into their own land.” 

Mr. Baron ministered also to Gentiles, 
with whom he came in contact in hi§ 
wide journeys. He was oppressed with 
the superficiality of Gentile Christianity, 
due, he thought, “to the fragmentary, 
vague,, disjointed textual manner in 
which the Bible is dealt with. Typology 
and prophecy were neglected and the 
part Israel is to play in God’s plan.” 
So he aimed “to unfold. eonnectedly 
whole Scriptures.” 

This he did unweariedly and, like the 
Jew Apollos, he was mighty in the Word. 
At the end of this sketch of his life are 
various illustrations of his rich exposi- 
tion. 

He tells of a little German boy who 
had, at least temporarily, lost his sight 
in an accident. It was pathetic to hear 
him cry, “Mother, Mother, when will it 


be day?” “The Jews, too, are smitten 
with temporary blindness. They, too, 
cry, ‘When will it be day?” ‘We wait 


for. light,’ says the prophet Isaiah, ‘but 
behold obscurity: for brightness but we 
walk in darkness.’ It is night to Israel, 
but not because there is no light. To 
those whose eyes are opened by God’s 
Spirit, it is day ever since He came who 
cried in their midst, ‘I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.’” 
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“The Gospel is accomplishing what it 
said it would. ‘A remnant according to 
the election of grace’ was to be saved 
out of Israel (Rom, 11:5). And of the 
Gentiles we read, that God hath visited 
them ‘to take out of them a people for 
his name’ (Acts 15:14). These two, rec- 
onciled in one body unto God through 
the cross, were to form His Ee¢clesig, the 
Bride, or Body, of Christ. Israel still 
rejects Christ, but thousands of Jews 
receive Him and become sons of God 
through believing on His name. The 
nations of the eerth still, for the most 
part, sit in darkness, but there are those 
taken out to be His. The whole of 
God’s great harvest-field of kindreds, 
peoples, and tongues ‘must’ first be trav- 
ersed for the ingathering of ‘the first 
ripe ears’ to constitute a glorious first- 
fruits and then: 

‘After these things I will return, 

‘And I will build again the tabernacle 

of David; which is fallen, 

‘And I will build again the ruins thereof, 

‘And I will set it up: 

‘That the residue of men may seek after 
the Lord, . 

‘And all the Gentiles, 
name is called, 

‘Saith the Lord, who maketh these things 
known from of old’ (Acts 15:16-18, 
R.V.).” 

Then, not only shall all in Israel know 
God from the least unto the greatest of 
them, but all the nations shall walk in 
the light of Jehovah. 


The Young Peaple’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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2. Let God Speak— Through 2a United 
Church (1 Cor 12:4-14) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OD’S Word has much to say about 
the unity of the believers. But it 
is also very careful when it speaks about 
unity to define clearly the basis upon 
which Christian unity can be built. 
Never does it confuse mere association 
or organizational combination with true 
unity. Notice in the Scripture lesson 
for this week Paul’s word to the Corin- 
thian church emphasizing the importance 
of “the same spirit” (v. 4), “the same 
Lord” (v. 5), “the same God” (v. 6). 
He recognizes the diversity of gifts to 
believers, and differences of method of 
working (v. 6), and differences of func- 
tion (vs. 14-31). But through it all runs 
the central truth that it is one God, one 
Spirit, one Lord, working in and through 
believers. 
bf 


In recent years, much has been writ- 
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teh and said about the need for a united 
Christian front in the church of Christ. 
There are those who would have us 
think that it is a great mistake to have 
more than one Christian denomination, 
ahd some of these would even go so far 
as to advocate union with the Roman 
Catholic Church, At first glance it might 
seem to he advantageous to have only 
one church. Missionary effort might be 
consolidated and undertaken at less ex- 
pense. There might be less money 
needed for church buildings, and for 
general operating expense. And perhaps 
a united church might make a greater 
impact on the world and politics than 
do the many denominations and sects 
into which the church is divided. today. 
$e 

But there is one great underlying truth 
that we must not overlook in this mat- 
ter of divisions in the church. Many of 
them beeatne nécessary because the then 
prevailing church had drawn away from 
the simple, apostolic faith, and groups of 
believers, who were unwilling to con- 
tinue in such apostasy, separated them- 
selves from stich denofininations or 
chur¢ehes, and forthed new churches on 
what they considered to be a correct 
understanding of the Word of God. 
Rather than a sign of weakness, many 
of the divisions in the Protestant church 
today are anh ihdication of strength — 
ofteh the sttength of a few, but never- 
theless. an unwillingness to compromise 
on the fundamental prineiples of the 
Christian faith as set forth in the Word 
of God. It is not that there is any vir- 
tue in divisions as such, but whete union 
can be preserved only by surrendering 
some principle of faith, or by partieipat- 
ing in some apostate action, then division 
must come. 

, 4 


The Bible clearly gives authority for 
such Withdrawals and separations. In 
Jude we read, “It was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exhort you that 
ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints. For there are certain men crept 
in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, uhgodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only 
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(vs. 3, 4). In 2 Corinthians 6, after 
speaking of those who are unbelievers 
and idolatrous, Paul writes, “Wherefore 
come out froin afnong them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord” (v.17). In 


2 John, where those who denied the deity . 


of the Lord Jesus are in question, we 


' read, “If there cotrie any unto you, and 


bring not this doctrine [the doctrine of 
Christ], receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: for he that 
biddeth hith God speed is partaker of 
his evil deeds” (vs. 10, 11). 

Whenever any union of the church of 
Christ is attepted without a founda- 
tional platform of the fundamental prin- 
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ciples of the Christian faith, believers, 
true believers, have the authority of the 
Word of God for having nothing to do 


with it. Unfortunately, most of the 
movements toward church union in re- 
cent years have required no such foun- 
dation. In the recent World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam, Holland, which 
was held from August 22 to September 5 
in 1948, there was a strange mixture. 
There were some delegates in whose 
churches is practiced the adoration of 
the. reserved sacrament, and where 
crosses and incense and holy waiter are 
used in practically the same way as in 
the Roman Catholic Church; there were 
those whose representatives had encour- 
aged Korean Christians to worship at 
the Shinto shrines during Japanese per- 
secution; and there were many Mod- 
ernists who deny the virgin birth, the 
bodily resurrection, and the deity of the 
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Lord Jesus, and the infallibility of the 
Scriptures. You may wish to refer to 
Mr. Ernest Gordon’s editorial, “The Two 
Councils at Amsterdam,” in Tue’ SunpDAy 
Scuoot Trmes of October 9, 1948 How 
could there be any real union between 
such as these and true believers? How 
can God speak through such a group 
that has no clear witness to the great 
cardinal truths of the Christian faith? 


bd 
On the other hand, our Scripture les- 
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son should show us the importance of 
Christian love and fellowship and co- 
operation among all of those who do 
hold to the great fundamentals of the 
faith laid down in the Word of God. 
All too often there have been bitterness 
and jealousy and misunderstanding 
among true believers that have injured 
the cause of Christ, and have hurt the 
Christian faith in the eyes of the world. 
Let us pray for a better understanding 
between true believers and a_ willinz- 
ness-to work together, wherever it is 
possible to do so without compromise ‘or 
surrender of: Christian principles. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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With the New Books 


That I. May Know. Him. By . Vance 
Havner. (Fleming H.: Revell Co,,, New 
York 10; . $1.50.) Nine. small. volumes 
by. Mr. Havner — full .of , good . things 
for.. the .Christian reader—have pre- 
ceded this one, books that have brought 
strength, comfort, blessing,. encourage- 
ment, and counsel to many of God’s chil- 
dren in times of dire need. It is natu- 
ral that these readers should wonder 
how God worked in the life of. His. serv- 
ant, the author, to fit him for the blessed 
ministry that he has carried on for many 
years as.country preacher, and later. as 
a-noted evangelist and author. - In. this 
little book will be found Mr. Havner’s 
own account of “the good hand of his 
God upon him” over the years, 

Jugtown, in the -red hills of North 
Carolina, was so named -because of ‘the 
pottery business carried on there by the 
father, uncles, and grandfathers of Mr. 
Havner. Here: he grew up, roamed the 
woods and hills, learning to .love , the 
outdoors and bird lore in particular, and 
in his plain but godly. home learning 
to love good books and the Book. At 
the age of twelve he, began to preach, 
feeling that God had called him. Later 
came years of study; and, as a result of 
his excursions in reading some of .the 
liberal writers, though . his . messages 
were frequently commended, “there were 
no conversions.” However, God brought 
him out of the fog of liberalism into the 
light of the Gospel, and doors of op- 
portunity began to open before him. 

From ‘his. wealth of ‘experience. and in 
his -quaint and picturesque way, . Mr. 
Havner.traces. his life first as a country 
preacher, and later as a_ traveling 
evangelist, and shows how God had to 
deal with. him, bringing him- through 
some deep waters, that He might thereby 
deépen his message. After many lonely 
years, God provided a “help, meet” for 
him -whose gracious personality has en- 
riched his life and been a blessing to 
the people to whom he has ministered. 
From Maine to Texas, from Oregon to 
Florida, they. are “in journeyings oft,” 
but every now and then they return..to 
their. beloved North Carolina to “rest 
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a awhile.” As Mr. Hevner'so aptly puts it: 
jo “T have no sympathy with those who say 
io the Devil never tekes a vacation. I 
‘a am not following the Devil but the Lord, 
™ who said, ‘Come ye yourselves apart... 
mm and rest a while.” There is a treat 
ed awaiting the reader of this little account 
ihe of Vance Havner’s “Journey from Jug- 
id. town”—a phrase he uses in describing 
ae his book. 
iB- Commentary on the Harmony of the 
is Gospels. By Charles P. Roney. (Wm. B. 
or Eercmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $7.50.) The unique feature of this 
volume is not its harmony of the Gos- 
pels. Others have succeeded in that 
undertaking. The book is different be- 
cause of its comprehensive “explana- 
tory and expository” commentary on the 
Cospel harmony. 
nce The complete text of the four Gospels 
ew in’ the Authorized Version is arranged 
nes in chronological order. Each section is 
ngs clearly identified by book, chapter, and 
re- verse. There is a good outline for the 
ght entire work. Dr. Roney has supplied 
ge- much helpful material. He is a firm 
hil- believer in the Bible as the inspired 
itu- Word of God and discusses its meaning 
der with a sympathetic conviction. The 
rv- similarities and differences in the word- 
sed ing of the Gospels are noticed and ex- 
any plained with profit. Some readers may 
ras be disappointed with the author’s point 
this of view in the interpretation of such 
er’s passages as the King<om parables in 
‘his Matthew 13, and the Olivet discourse in 
Matthew 24. However, even here Dr. 
orth Roney shows a willingness to be fair and 
the to forego any undue dogmatism by pre- 
the senting the several interpretations logi- 
Mr. cally and without rancor. The reader 
the may take his choice. 
, the Anyone who is teaching the Interna- 
and tional Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
ning for 1949 will find this volume useful in 


At the preparation of the first six months’ 





ach, lessons, since they take up the subject 
ater of the life of Christ based 6n the several 
It of Gospels. 

the Dr. Roney writes from a background 
ages of twenty-five years of pastoral experi- 
were ence and fifteen years of experience as 
ught an editor for two of America’s leading 
. the Bible publishers. 

op- An Introduction to Christian Apolo- 
pif getics. A Philosophic Defense of the 
din Trinitarian-Theistic Faith. By Edward 
_Mr. John Carnell. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
intry Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) “Be- 
eling ware lest any man spoil you through 
id to philosophy and vain deceit,” was the 
ough warning of Paul to all Christians. The 
reby author of this book knows philosophy, 
mely and yet he has not been spoiled by it. 
" for He meets and vanquishes the unbeliever 
5 .en- in his own territory. He contends that 
ig. to one does not have to cease to be a 
ered. thinker when he becomes a Christian. 
mn to All throuch the volume he defends the 
oft, right of the Christian to appeal to the 
rn to Bible. 





An examination of this very timely 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


bock should ke preceded by some knowl]- 
el7e of the au‘hor. For the last three 
years Ecward Jchn Carnc!] hss been 
Professor of Philosophy at Gordon Col- 
lege of Theology and Missions, Boston, 
and Professor of Philosophy of Religion 
at Gordon Divinity School, Brookline, 
Mass. Recently Professor Carnell re- 
ceived appointment as Associate Profes- 


POR COMPLETE CATaLgg : 
sor of Systematic Theology at . Fuller URY BRAS SEND To 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., $5 SUDBURY stazey 8 GOODS CO. 


where he took up his duties in the fall of 
1948. He was graduated from Wheaton 
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College in 1941. He finished his train- 
ing for the ministry at Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, in 
1944. He has been taking postgraduate 
work at Harvard Divinity School and 
also at Boston University, where he is 
candidate for the Ph.D. degree. It is 
refreshing to see a young man of such 
brilliance who is at the same time such 
a staunch defender of the faith. His 
book is the winner of the $5,000 Eerd- 
mans Evangelical Book Award for 1948. 

The author gives a worthy purpose 
for the writing of this volume. “Hav- 
ing subscribed ex animo to Biblical 
Christianity, we now have the burden to 
make good the command of the Apostle 
Peter, ‘Be ready always to give answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason 
concerning the hope that is in you’ (1 
Pet. 3:15). The aim of this volume is to 
discharge the obligation which this verse 
lays upon us.” He argues that, Chris- 
tianity is the only “acceptable explana- 
tion of the universe. He goes into a 
thorough discussion of the philosophic 
“problem of the one-within, the many.” 
Let him tell you what he means by this. 
“The many are those facts or data which 
wait to be correlated into a coherent 
pattern of meaning, and the one is the 
pattern itself. “That is, out of all that 
we see, we are striving to find the one 
underlying Cause, God Himself, and His 
plan, At this point we cannot help re- 
membering the homely philosophy of 
Amos, the herdsman of Tekoa. “Woe 
unto you that desire the day of the 
Lord! to. what end is it for you? the 
day of the Lord is darkness, and not 
light. As if a man did flee from a lion, 
and a bear met him; or went into the 
house, and leaned his hand on the wall, 
and a serpent bit him” (Amos 5:18, 19). 
Here was a man who failed to find the 
one source of help among the many 
problems of life. The author’s view of 
inspiration is most satisfying. He tells 
us that the Christian is pleasantly sur- 
prised to discover the jot-and-tittle cor- 
respondence of the Bible to the facts of 
the ‘universe. “The Christian, to pre- 
serve the rights of language in the Bible 
plus the sovereignty of God’s goodness, 
accepts the hypothesis that the original 
autographs were plenary inspired. ... 
When one leaves the conservative’s po- 
sition on textual inerrancy, there is no 
stopping point short of skepticism and 
irrationalism.” 

This is a most satisfying book from 
the conservative’s point of view. It fol- 
lows a line of argument to which infi- 
delity will never be able to fabricate a 
specious answer. We rejoice that this 
volume has already been adopted for 
study in several of America’s leading 
Christian colleges. It is indeed much 


easier to believe Christianity than not to 
believe it, when one faces the facts. The 
evidence is simply overwhelming, and 
we can thank God that it has been so 
ably presented here, 
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The Conqueror’s Way. By W. H. Cragg, 
M.A, (Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 39 Bed- 
ford Square, W. C. 1, London, Eng. May 
be had from Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 1, 
paper, 75 cents.) The Rev. Mr. Cragg, 
vicar of St. James’, Carlisle, sets forth in 
this 80-page book the doctrinal and prac- 
tical aspects of a victorious Christian 
life. Seven chapters deal with “the ob- 
jective provision of God,” and five with 
“the subjective experience of man.” “We 
come face to face with the scriptural 
call to sanctification . . . we must learn 
that the word means primarily ‘to be 
set apart’ for a special purpose. The 
Christian is a sanctified person and be- 
longs to Christ.” But the more a Chris- 
tian examines himself in the light of 
God’s Word, the more he realizes his 
shortcomings. “With our love dimin- 
ishing we walk with Him on easy and 
flippant terms. We forget His high ma- 
jesty and eternal sovereignty. ... Un- 
der the excuse that we were no longer 
under law but under grace, we have 
allowed ourselves to slacken off in our 
obedience to the clear commands of God, 
until the spirit has gone out of our 
obedience because the letter has ceased 
to mean anything at all.” Mr. Cragg 
writes also of “The Wholeness of Sal- 
vation,” “The Battle Royal,” and “Christ 
Dwelling in the Heart,” showing in these 
and other chapters the New Testament 
standards for the Christian. 

His last five chapters, on such things 
as “Obedience,” “Doubtful Things,” and 
“The Discipline of the Commonplace,” are 
very penetrating, yet at the same time 
practical and encouraging. He is cer- 
tainly right in giving a central place to 
the daily devotional time in the life of 
the Christian. “There is not room here,” 
he says, “to go into the activities of the 
Christian that make for a life of abiding, 
but it will be enough to say that the 
whole ordering and maintenance of the 
secret life afone with God and the en- 
joyment of the ‘Quiet Time’ will be at 
the heart of it. If the secret place is 
neglected then the abiding is lost and 
all the avenues of our personality are 
open to the enemy. If we would abound 
in victory we must abide in Christ and 
let His words abide in us. There is no 
other way and along this road there is 
no short cut” (p. 52), 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
January 31 to February 6 
Mon.—Mark 1:14-18. Jesus Begins To Preach. 
Prayer Succestions: “Now after that 
John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God.” Christ was the first 
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preacher of the Gospel. We learn its 
nature, claims, and blessings from His 
lips. He presented it, the apostles pro- 
claimed it by life and lip, and it falls 
to us to represent as well as to present 
it to others. Jesus began the preaching 
of it, but we are to continue it to every 
possible human being. Pray for Atlanta 
Bible Institute, 759 W. Peachtree N. E., 
Atlanta 3, Ga, 


Tues.—Luke 4:16-22. 
A Sabbath Scripture Reading. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was, he went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, and 
stood up for to read.” Let us learn from 
Christ to major on the Word of God 
when we minister for Him in public or 
private service. People can only remem- 
ber well those who have given to them 
the Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever. Pray earnestly to know 
how to give to others a seasonable mes- 
sage from the Word of God. 


Wed.—Mark 1:23-28. Jesus the Healer. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “With authority 
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, 
and they do obey him.” Our Lord mani- 
fested His divine nature by divine works 
and words. All that the prophets said of 
His earthly ministry was true. His 
works were His greatest testimony. 
Amazement made the witnesses exclaim: 
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JUST WHAT ! NEED FOR MY 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
PREPARATION THIS YEAR! 


FARRAR’S LIFE OF CHRIST 


Condensed by Theodore W. Engstrom 
Editor, The Christian Digest 


International Sunday School Lessons, for 
the first two quarters, 1949, cover the Life of 
Christ. This incomparable Christian classic ranks at the 
top of biographies of our Lord. - - $2.50 


COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE 


By Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 
“Greatest one-volume commentary.”—Sunday School Times. 
New large type edition; 1347 pages; 4 volumes complete in one! 
P $6.95 


Available at Religious Book Dealers 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE, Grand Rapids, Mich. 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 








Books Which Foretold the Future According te the Bible 
With Future Forecasts Concerning the Future According to Prophecy 


These books have been distributed by the thousands, each book bearing the date of the 
writing, and are recommended very highly by Fundamentalist ministers. ere are a few 
quotations from the books demonstrating the absolute accuracy in depending on the plain, 
simple, Bible statements. 


January, 1940. ‘‘Japan is sure to get into the war and be punished and defeated for 
her awful sins in China and Korea. United States because of her ungodliness undoubt- 
edly will get into the war. Germany will be driven right into the arms of Stalin. _Ger- 
many may gradually drive the Russians back and punish them for their sins, but Russia 
will defeat Germany, for terrible JUDGMENT awaits Germany. Ethiopia and Lybia 
will be liberated by the British. Belgium, France, Yugoslavia, Greece, and Bulgaria will 
revolt against Germany, and,Italy break with her axis partner. 


‘Russia will take advantage of Germany's defeat, and the awful conditions in Europe, 
and with her communist propaganda, and her force of arms, will sooner or later rule 
most of Europe, north of the Rhine and the Danube rivers. England and some of the 
liberated nations, being terribly weakened by war, will not be able to resist her claims. 
Economic disaster, terrible unemployment, and national distress, after the war will bring 
an awful flood of communism over Europe and all over the world more or less; but Rus- 
sia will never conquer the world. A new secret, super, devilish military invention will be 
made that no battleship, or fortress can resist. ' 

November 20, 1937. ‘‘We are sooner or later going to witness the breaking up of the 
British Empire. Russia is to become the great leader of a number of nations either by 
conquest or by propaganda.’ A great deal of new material including Bible statements 
os to communism and the coming United States of Ten nations in Europe is 
ound in these books based entirely on the Word of God. 


1. How the Bible Is Being Fulfilled Today - - 20 cents 
2. Olivet Discourses and Future Explained by Bible - 20 cents 
3. The Coming Conflict with Russia and Communism 10 cents 
4. Great Facts, Proofs and Evidences the Christian Faith 20 cents 
5. Warnings on Atomic Power and Similar Inventions 5 cents 
6. Atomic Power in the Light of the Bible - - 5 cents 
7. Man’s Existence After Death - ° - . 5 cents 
8 The Way to Eternal Life « - = - - 5 cents 
9. Fascism and Bolshevism - - -. - - 5 cents 
10. God’s Basis of Salvation - - . . . 5 cents 
ll. Why Attend the Worship of God - 5 cents 
12. United States Is in Danger = a - - 10 cents 
13. How the World Is Getting Worse . - - 35 cents 
All the above booklets for $1.50. Order from 


REV. A. OLSEN, Bible Expositor - «© .«. Colombia Falls, Montana 
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“As missionary children in the Belgian Congo, we 
saw the outstanding testimony and work of mis- 
sionaries trained at Moody. The wonderful Bibli- 
cal foundation and many courses offered in mis- 


ord's leading to Moody 


for our own missionary training.” 
—Two Sisters From. AFRica 


“Because of Christian friends who were impressed 
their pastor—a graduate 
of Moody Bible Institute —I too was led to come 
to Moody for my training. 
Institute's fundamental stand and for its complete 
and rounded Christian preparation.” 

—StTuDENT From MICHIGAN 


I'm thanktul for the 


“How did God lead me, a teacher in Beirut, to 
Moody? I learned about the Institute through 
Christian friends—a girl who hoped to study 
there herself and people who had taken Moody 


Later, through relatives 


in Chicago, the Lord opened the way for me to 


—ARMENIAN GIRL From LEBANON 


“Denominational differences bothered me; so it 
‘was a real answer to prayer when I learned about 
the sound, interdenominational Bible training I 
could get at Moody. Since coming, the Lord has 


called me.to full-time Christian service — proba- 


bly in India.” 


—Younc Man From PENNSYLVANIA 


because of 





“In selecting a school, I felt led to Moody, both 
its comprehensive pre-theological 
course and its provision for experience in so many 
types of practical Christian work. 


I was also 


much impressed by the fruitful ministry of Moody 
graduates near my home.” 


—Srtupent From CANADA 


“At home in Oahu, I learned about Moody Bible 
Institute from Moody graduates and Christian 


servicemen stationed in the Islands. 


After seeing 


the lives of those who had studied at Moody, I 
was led to come here to prepare for work as a 
pastor among my own people.” 

—Younc Man From Hawaii 


These are but a few of thousands from around the world who 





Moody training possible. 


! 
sae more than 60 


come to this oldest and largest Bible institute. 
Moody for the kind of complete, Christ-centered training which 
will prepare them to go out in the power of God to serve Him 
as pastors, missionaries, evangelists and Christian workers. 
Thousands — yes, millions — out of every tongue and nation 
praise the God of mercy who sends them forth and who . 

through the prayers and gifts of His people . 
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What’ thing is. this? What~—new. doc- 
trine is this? as they saw the works of 
God manifest in flesh. The miracles of 
Christ are no mystery to those who 
know Him. Pray for International Child 
Evangelism Fellowship. P. O. Box 740, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 
Thurs.—Matthew 8:14-17. 
Compassion for the Sick. 

PraYER SuccesTions: “Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” 
Our Lord’s humanity united with His 
deity exalts every emotion He mani- 
fested. Who like Him in this world, 
we know, could feel our weaknesses and 
woe? His compassions fail not. Clothed 
with our nature well He knows the sor- 
rows we meet with on life’s road. And His 
aid, whenever it is wise and best, will 
He give. We always have His compas- 
sion even though we may have to suf- 
fer for a while, for our own good and 
His glory. Pray for Spanish-American 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, P.O. Box 
1187, Santa Monica, Calif. 


Fri.—Luke 7:19-23. The Cure for Doubt. 

Prayer Succestions: “Tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard.” John’s 
imprisonment and the lack of informa- 
tion on the ministry of Christ led him 
into the darkness of doubt. But as soon 
as witnesses of Christ’s ministries of 
power gave him their report his doubts 
were removed. The cure of doubt is 
still the same. Investigation of Christ 
always ends in faith for sincere seekers 
for truth. Christianity’s invitation still 
is: “Come and see.” Pray for the Mis- 
sionary Gospel Fellowship, Turlock Mer- 
cantile Bldg., Turlock, Calif. 


Sat.—Isaiah 42:1-7. Gentleness and Grace. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and the smoking flax 
shall he not quench: he shall bring forth 
judgment unto truth.” In Christ meet 
all the excellencies of life and labor. 
He will not weaken the weak, nor dis- 
courage the wavering. Bruised reeds 
(used in musical instruments) are an- 
noying to an instrumentalist, and smok- 
ing lamps are unpleasant to people. But 
Christ patiently puts up with folks who 
are imperfect and somewhat annoying, 
as all of us must know. Pray for Euro- 
pean Evangelistic Crusade, 1179 Dela- 
ware Ave., Buffalo 9. 
Sun.—Romans 12:1-8. 
Body, Mind, and Spirit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice.” This in- 
cludes the inner as well as the outer 
man. As long as you live in this 
world, body, soul, and spirit will be 
in union in the affairs of life. If Gcd 
gets your body He gets all; for that 
is the battleground in the conflict be- 
tween Christ and Satan for possession 
of your life. Have you presented your 
body a living sacrifice to God? (See 
Dan, 3:28.) _ Pray for the staff and 
all departments, contributors, and 
readers of The Sunday School Times. 








